
New Mexico
Driver License Manual

TAXATION AND REVENUE DEPARTMENT
MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION

Rev. 12/99



New Mexico Driver Manual

I

TABLE OF CONTENTS

THE DRIVER LICENSE
Types of Driver Licenses .......................................................................................................... …   1
Driver License Renewal ...................................................................................................................4
Safety Belts and Child Restraints ....................................................................................................5

RULES OF THE ROAD
Traffic Control Devices.....................................................................................................................6

Traffic Signals ...........................................................................................................................7
Traffic Signs..............................................................................................................................8
Pavement Markings ................................................................................................................11

Other Lane Controls.......................................................................................................................13
Reversible Lanes
Reserved Lanes
Shared Center Lane
No Lane Markings

Right-of-Way ..................................................................................................................................15
Speed Limits ..................................................................................................................................17
Parking...........................................................................................................................................17

SAFE DRIVING TIPS
Basic Driving ..................................................................................................................................18

Starting
Accelerating
Steering
Controlling Speed
Stopping

Seeing Well....................................................................................................................................20
Scanning

Look Ahead
Look To the Sides
Look Behind

Use Your Lights
Communicating ..............................................................................................................................25

Letting Others Know You Are There
Letting Others Know What You Are Doing

Adjusting Speed.............................................................................................................................28
Adjusting To Road Conditions

Curves
Slippery Roads
Water On the Roadway

Adjusting To Traffic ........................................................................................................................29
Keep Pace
Entering Into Traffic
Leaving Traffic
Trouble Spots

How Well Can You See? ...............................................................................................................30
Sight-Distance Rule

Sharing Space ...............................................................................................................................32
Space Ahead
Space Behind



New Mexico Driver Manual

II

Space To the Side
Space To Merge
Space To Cross Or Enter
Space To Pass
Space For Special Situations

Sharing the Road ........................................................................................................................37
Bicycles
Large Commercial Vehicles

BE IN SHAPE TO DRIVE
Vision and Hearing.........................................................................................................................38

Vision
Hearing

Fatigue...........................................................................................................................................39
Drinking and Driving.......................................................................................................................39

Why Is Drinking and Driving So Dangerous?
If You Drink, When Can You Drive?
Alcohol and The Law

Other Drugs and Driving ................................................................................................................41
Health.............................................................................................................................................41
Emotions ........................................................................................................................................42

EMERGENCIES
Vehicle Emergencies .....................................................................................................................42

Brake Failure
Tire Blowout
Power Failure
Headlight Failure
Gas Pedal Sticks

Avoiding Collisions.........................................................................................................................44
With Antilock Braking System

Without Antilock Braking System
Dealing With Skids.........................................................................................................................45
Protect Yourself in Collisions .........................................................................................................45
Accidents and the Financial Responsibility Law ............................................................................46

At The Accident Scene
If Someone Is Injured
Report the Accident

MOTORCYCLES
Motorcycles....................................................................................................................................48



New Mexico Driver Manual

1

This manual gives you information on safe driving rules and practices to help you become a
safe driver. This manual will provide information needed to drive a passenger vehicle and a
motorcycle.  If you want a license to drive a commercial vehicle (truck or taxi), you need to read the
Commercial Driver License (CDL) Manual. Be sure to read the manual carefully.  Unless you know
the information contained in this manual, you cannot pass the written test.

THE DRIVER LICENSE
Anyone operating a motor vehicle or motorcycle on public roadways in the State of New

Mexico is required to have a driver license.  You are also required to have a New Mexico driver
license if you are a resident.

Types of Driver Licenses

Graduated License  —  If you are under the age of 18, you must operate on a graduated driver
license until you meet the requirements for an unrestricted license.  The three different levels of
Graduated driver license (GDL) are:

1) Instructional Permit

2) Provisional License

3) Unrestricted Drivers License

Instructional Permit —  A permit allows you to operate a motor vehicle when supervised by
another driver who is at least 21 years of age and who is licensed to drive that type of vehicle.  In all
vehicles except motorcycles, the licensed driver must sit in the right front seat.  On motorcycles, the
licensed driver must follow the learner.

To obtain an instructional permit you must be at least 15 years of age and pass the knowledge
test and vision test.  If you are under the age of 18, you must also have a consent form signed by
your parent or guardian. The driver must retain the permit for six months.

The requirements and restrictions for an Instructional Permit are as follows:

1) The minimum age for an instructional permit is 15 years of age.

2) A person 15 years or older must be enrolled in and attending a driver education course
approved by the Traffic Safety Bureau and includes DWI education and practice driving.

3) The driver must have an approved instructor occupying the seat beside the driver; or,

4) The driver is with a licensed driver 21years of age or older who has been licensed for at
least three years in this state or any other state.

5) The driver must retain the instructional permit for at least six months.
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The requirements and restrictions for a Provisional License are as follows:

(1) The driver must complete the practice driving component which consists of not less than
50 hours of actual driving by the applicant, including not less than 10 hours of nighttime
driving. The parent or guardian shall certify that the driver has completed the practice
driving component.

(2)  The driver must pass a written and road test in addition to a vision screening.

(3) The minimum age to receive a provisional license is 15 years and 6 months if the driver has
held an instructional permit for 6 months.

(4) The driver must have completed the practice-driving component (50 hours of actual
driving).

(5) The driver must have held an instructional permit for at least 6 months.

(6)  The driver must have not been convicted of a traffic violation in the 90 days prior to
applying for a provisional license.

(7) The driver may not have more than one passenger under the age of 21 who is not a member
of the immediate family in the vehicle while driving.

(8) The driver may not operate a motor vehicle upon public highways between the hours of
midnight and 5:00 AM. A provisional licensee may drive at any hour if:

1) Accompanied by a licensed driver twenty-one years or older.

2) Required by family necessity as evidenced by a signed statement of a parent or
guardian.

3) Required by medical necessity as evidenced by a signed statement of a parent or
guardian.

4) Driving to and from work as evidenced by a signed statement from the licensee’s
employer.

5) Driving to and from school or a religious activity as evidenced by a signed
statement of a school, religious official or a parent or guardian.

6) Required due to a medical emergency.

The requirements and restrictions for an unrestricted driver license are as follows:

1) The driver must have held a provisional license for the 12 month period
immediately preceding the date of application for a driver license.

2) The driver must not have been convicted of a traffic violation 90 days prior to
applying for a driver license.

3) The driver must not have any traffic violations pending at the time of the
application for a driver license.

4) The driver must not have been adjudicated guilty or have an offense pending
involving the use of alcohol or drugs during the provisional period.
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WHAT DRIVER LICENSE CAN BE ISSUED?

Class [A] License - Combination Vehicles —  Any combination of vehicles with gross
combination weight rating (GCWR) of 26,001 or more pounds falls in Class A, providing the
GCWR of the vehicle(s) being towed is in excess of 10,000 pounds.  Most Class A vehicles are
trucks such as tractor -trailer or truck and trailer combinations. Driving a Class A vehicle requires
considerably more skill and knowledge than driving vehicles in Classes B and C.  Since these skills
include those required to drive a B and C vehicle, a driver who has a Class A license may also drive
vehicles in Classes B and C.

Class [B] License - Heavy Straight Vehicles —  Any single vehicle with a GVWR of 26,001 or
more pounds falls in Class B, or any such vehicle towing another vehicle not in excess of 10,000
pounds GVWR.  Class B includes straight trucks and large buses, including articulated buses.
Safely driving these heavy vehicles requires considerably more knowledge and skill than driving the
small trucks and buses found in Class C.  Since they include the skills required to drive Class C
vehicles, drivers who have qualified for a Class B license may also drive vehicles in Class C.

Class [C] License - Small Vehicles —  Any single vehicle with a GVWR less than 26,001
pounds falls in Class C, or any such vehicle towing another vehicle not in excess of 10,000 pounds
GVWR.  However, vehicles of this size are included in the CDL program only if they are:  (1)
Designed to carry 16 or more passengers including the driver, or (2) Used to transport hazardous
materials in quantities requiring placarding under the Hazardous Materials Regulations (49 CFR
Part 172, Subpart F).

There are a great variety of vehicles in Class C.  Some other large Class C vehicles may require
more skill and knowledge to operate than do the smaller ones.  However, the licensing category is
based principally on the type of cargo carried.  Because of the seriousness of an accident involving
hazardous material or human passengers, the safe operation of even the smaller vehicles in Class C
requires special knowledge and the drivers of the vehicles must have a  CDL.

All commercial drivers who drive certain types of vehicles or haul certain types of cargo must
add endorsements to their CDL licenses to show they have the specialized knowledge required for
these operations.  There are 5 kinds of CDL endorsements that may be required, depending on the
vehicle or type of cargo.

Double and Triple Trailers [T] —  Many drivers who are qualified to drive Class A vehicles
may want to pull double or triple trailers.  Research shows that considerable additional knowledge
and skill is necessary to safely pull double and triple trailers in various traffic conditions and driving
environments.  Consequently, adding the endorsement to the licenses of Class A driver is necessary
if they wish to pull double or triple trailers.  A special knowledge examination on the problems
associated with pulling multiple trailers must be passed.

Tank Vehicle [N] —  Drivers of vehicles used to haul liquids or gaseous materials in permanent
tanks or in portable tanks having a rating capacity of 1,000 gallons or more must have specialized
knowledge and skills to drive safely.  Liquids in bulk cause driving control problems because the
cargo is heavy, shifts, and has a high center of gravity.  These drivers must add an endorsement to
their license showing they have passed a special knowledge examination on the problems posed by
large volume liquid cargos.

Passengers [P] —  Any driver who wants to drive a vehicle having a design capacity to carry
16 or more passengers, including the driver, must add a passenger endorsement to their CDL.  They
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must pass a special knowledge examination on safety considerations when transporting passengers
and must pass skills tests in a passenger vehicle.  The endorsement applies to applicants who wish
to drive a bus in any class (A, B, or C).

Hazardous Materials [H] —  Any driver, regardless of the class of their vehicle who wants to
haul hazardous materials or waste in amounts requiring placards must add a hazardous materials
endorsement to their CDL.  The driver must be 21 years or older. They must pass a special written
examination on how to recognize, handle and transport hazardous materials.

Combination Hazardous Materials and Tank Vehicle [X] —  Drivers who haul hazardous
materials or hazardous waste in a tank vehicle must add an X endorsement to their CDL. This
endorsement demonstrates that they have passed the special knowledge examinations for both tank
vehicles and hazardous materials.

Air Brakes Restriction —  Most drivers of heavy commercial vehicles drive trucks or buses
equipped with air brakes.  Therefore, part of the examination process covers the operation and
critical aspects of air brake systems.  Many Class A and B vehicles have air brakes.  Some Class C
vehicles also have air brakes.  If a driver cannot pass the Air Brakes knowledge test, or if the driver
does not successfully complete the CDL skills tests in a vehicle equipped with air brakes, a
restriction must be placed on the applicant’s CDL indicating that the driver is not qualified to drive
a vehicle with air brakes.

Class [D] License - A license to drive any single vehicle weighing less than 26,001 pounds and
vehicles towing 10,000 pounds or less.  

Class [M] License – A license to drive a two or three-wheeled motorcycle. This license
classification carries one of three endorsements:

• W – any two or three wheeled motorcycle with an engine piston displacement of more than 100
cc’s (minimum 15 years of age with successful completion of an approved driver education course);

• Y – any two or three wheeled motorcycle with an engine piston displacement of at least 50 cc’s,
but not more than 100 cc’s (minimum 13 years of age); or

• Z – any two or three wheeled motorcycle with an automatic transmission and engine piston
displacement of less than 50 cc’s (minimum 13 years of age).

Driver License Renewal
Your driver license is valid for either 4 or 8 years. You may renew the license anytime up to 30

days before or after it expires. You will need to bring your current license and one other proof of
identity. You may be required to take a vision, knowledge and in special cases, a driving test.

Keeping The Driver License

You must drive safely at all times to keep your driver license. You can lose your driving
privileges for any of the following:

• A conviction for driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs,

• Refusing to be tested for alcohol or drugs if you are asked to do so by a police officer,
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• Leaving the scene of an accident in which you are involved, without identifying yourself,

• Giving false information when you apply for a driver license,

• Failing to settle a financial judgment made against you for damages resulting from a
motor vehicle accident,

• Attempting to change the information on your license or using someone else’s license
when attempting to purchase an alcoholic beverage,

• Failing to appear for a re-examination when requested to do so by the MVD,

• Using a motor vehicle to commit a felony or causing the death of someone in a motor
vehicle accident,

• Having too many points on your driving record, or

• Letting someone else use your driver license.

BEFORE YOU DRIVE
Your safety and the public’s, depends on what you do before driving, including adjusting the

seat and mirrors, using safety belts, checking your vehicle, maintaining a clear view and securing
items in and on the vehicle.

Use Safety Belts and Child Restraints
Before you drive away, always fasten your safety belts and make sure all your passengers are

using safety belts or child restraints. Also remember to lock the vehicle's doors.

It is important that you and your passengers use safety belts. Studies have shown that if you are
in an accident while using safety belts, your chances of being hurt or killed are greatly reduced. In
the State of New Mexico, it is illegal to drive or to be a front-seat passenger, without wearing
safety belts.

If your vehicle has a two-part safety belt system, be sure to wear both the lap belt and the
shoulder belt.  Wearing either part alone reduces your protection.  If you have an automatic shoulder
belt, be sure to buckle your lap belt as well.  Otherwise, in a collision you could slide out of the belt
and be hurt or killed.

In addition to protecting you from injury as a driver, safety belts help you keep control of the
vehicle.  If you are struck from the side or make a quick turn, the force could push you sideways.
You cannot steer the vehicle if you are not behind the wheel.

Safety belts should be worn even if the vehicle is equipped with air bags.  While air bags are
good protection against hitting the steering wheel, dashboard or windshield, they do not protect you
if you are hit from the side, rear or if the vehicle rolls over.  An air bag will not keep you behind the
wheel in these situations.

The law requires that all children under the age of 12 wear appropriate safety restraints while
the vehicle is in motion.  Children under the age of 24 months, or weighing less than 60 pounds,
must be secured in an approved safety device.  Children should be secured in the rear seat.  Never
secure a child in the front passenger side, especially if your vehicle has an air bag.  If you are in a
crash and the bag deploys, your child could be injured.  A number of organizations will loan you a
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child safety device if you are unable to afford one.  For further information, contact the Traffic
Safety Bureau at (505) 827-0429 or toll free at 1-800-541-7952.

Some people still have “bad information” about using safety belts. For example,

“Safety belts can trap you inside a car.”  It takes less than a second to undo a safety belt.
Crashes where a vehicle catches fire or sinks in deep water and you are "trapped", seldom happen.
Even if they do, a safety belt may keep you from being “knocked out.”  Your chance to escape will
be better if you are conscious.

“Safety belts are good on long trips, but I do not need them if I am driving around town.”
Over half of all traffic deaths happen within 25 miles of home.  Many of them occur on roads posted
at less then 45 mph.

“Some people are thrown clear in a crash and walk away with hardly a scratch.”  Your
chances of not being killed in an accident are much better if you stay inside the vehicle.  Safety belts
can keep you from being thrown out of your vehicle, into the path of another one.

 “If I get hit from the side, I am better off being thrown across the car; away from the crash
point.”  When a vehicle is struck from the side, it will move sideways.  Everything in the vehicle
that is not fastened down, including the passengers will slide toward  the point of crash, not away
from it.

“At slow speeds, I can brace myself."  Even at 25 mph, the force of a head-on crash is the same
as pedaling a bicycle full-speed into a brick wall or diving off a three-story building onto the
sidewalk.  No one can “brace” for that.

RULES OF THE ROAD
There are traffic rules that say where, when and how fast you can drive.  These rules help to

keep traffic moving safely.  Rules of the road include traffic control devices, right-of-way, and
parking rules.
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Traffic Control Devices

Traffic control devices include traffic signals, signs and pavement markings.  Traffic control
also can be provided by law enforcement, highway personnel or school crossing guards. You must
obey directions from these persons.

Traffic Signals
Traffic signals are lights that tell you when or where to stop and go.  A “green” light means you

can go if it is safe.  A “yellow” light means caution and a “red” light means stop.

Traffic lights are usually at intersections and are green, yellow and red, from bottom to top,
when together.  There are some intersections and other locations where there are single green,
yellow or red lights.

A steady GREEN traffic light means you can go through the intersection.  You must yield to
emergency vehicles and others as required by law.  If you are stopped and then the light turns green,
you must allow crossing traffic to clear the intersection before you go ahead.  A GREEN arrow
means you can safely turn in the direction of the arrow.  There should be no on-coming or crossing
traffic while the arrow is green.  If you are turning left, a steady green traffic light means you may
turn but only when safe to do so.  Oncoming traffic has the right-of-way.  Be alert for signs that
prohibit left turns.  When turning right or left, watch for pedestrians crossing in front of your
vehicle.

A steady YELLOW traffic light means the traffic light is about to change to red.  You must
stop if it is safe to do so.  If you are in the intersection when the yellow light comes on, do not stop
but continue through the intersection.  A flashing YELLOW traffic light means slow down and
proceed with caution.  A YELLOW arrow means that the protection of a green arrow is ending and
if you are turning in the direction of the arrow, you should prepare to stop and give the right of way
to oncoming traffic before turning.

A steady RED traffic light means stop. You must wait until the traffic light turns green and
there is no crossing traffic before you may move ahead.  If you are turning right, you may turn after
coming to a full stop, if it is safe to do so and if there is no sign prohibiting the turn on a red light.
Be careful of pedestrians crossing in front of your vehicle.  A flashing RED traffic light means the
same as a stop sign.  You must come to a full stop and then may proceed when it is safe to do so.  A
RED arrow means you must stop and you cannot go in the direction of the arrow.  You may proceed
when the red arrow goes out and a green arrow light goes on.
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Traffic Signs

Traffic signs tell you about traffic rules, hazards, where you are, how to get where you are
going and where services are located.  The shape and color of these signs give clues to the type of
information they provide.

Warning Signs - These signs are usually yellow with black lettering or symbols and most are
diamond shaped.  These signs warn you to slow down and be prepared to stop if necessary.  It warns
you that a special situation or a hazard is ahead.  Some common warning signs are shown below.

Cross Road

Signal Ahead

Merging Traffic

School Zone
Pedestrian Crossing

School Crossing

Divided Highway

Divided Highway Ends

     Low Bridge

Slippery When Wet   Hill

Right Lane EndsTwo-Way Traffic
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Railroad Crossing Warning Signs - Many railroad crossings have signs or signals to warn
drivers.  Never try to beat a train across the tracks.  Never start to cross if there is not room for your
vehicle on the far side and if you will have to stop on the tracks.  Wait until there is room for your
vehicle on the far side.  It is wise not to shift gears when crossing railroad tracks, just in case you
might stall.  Remember that trains are large and may be moving faster than they look.  Some
common railroad crossing warning signs and signals are shown in the illustration below.

• A round yellow warning sign with an “X” symbol and black “RR” letters is placed along
the road before you get to a railroad crossing.

• A white, X-shaped sign or “crossbuck” with “Railroad Crossing” on it is located at the
railroad crossing.  This sign has the same meaning as a “Yield” sign.  You must yield to
crossing trains.

• At some crossings, along with the crossbuck sign, you will see side-by-side lights that
will flash alternately when a train is approaching.  When the lights are flashing, you must
stop.  At some crossings there is also a crossing gate that will lower when a train is
coming.  Do not drive around the gate.  Some crossings also have a bell or a horn that
will sound.  Do not cross until the bell or horn has stopped.

• Crossings with more than one train track will often post a sign that shows the number of
tracks.  These signs warn you that there is more than one track and there may be more
than one train crossing.  Not all crossings with more than one train track will have these
signs so it is important to check for more than one track before crossing.

• School buses, taxis and other vehicles for hire that carry passengers and trucks that
transport explosives, gasoline or other dangerous materials must stop at least 15 feet
from a railroad crossing before proceeding.  Further, a school bus driver must open the
doors of the school bus before crossing.

•     Work Area Signs - These construction, maintenance or emergency operation signs are
generally diamond or rectangular shaped, orange with black letters or symbols and warn
you that people are working on or near the roadway.  These warnings include reduced
speed, detours, slow moving construction equipment and poor or suddenly changing road
surfaces.  In work areas, a person with a sign or flag may control traffic.  You must obey
these persons.
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Regulatory Signs - These signs are square, rectangular, or have a special shape and are usually
white, red or black with black, red, white or green letters or symbols.  They give you information
about rules for traffic direction, lane use, turning, speed, parking and other special situations.

Some regulatory signs have a red circle with a red slash over a symbol.  These signs prohibit
certain actions, i.e., no left turn, no right turn, no U-turn, etc.

Common types of regulatory signs are:

•  Speed Limit Signs.  These signs indicate the maximum safe speed allowed or the minimum
safe speed required.  The maximum limit should be driven only in ideal driving conditions and you
must reduce your speed when conditions require it.  For example, you should reduce your speed
when the roadway is slippery, during rain, snow, icy conditions, or when it is foggy and difficult to
see clearly down the road.  Some high-speed roads have minimum speed limits and you are required
to travel at least this fast so as not to be a hazard to other drivers.  If the minimum posted speed is
too fast for you, you should use another road.

•  Lane Use Control Signs.  These signs tell you where you can go, where you can turn and often
use an arrow symbol.  These signs can be located on the side of the road or hanging over the lane of
travel.  Sometimes arrows may be painted on the road as a supplement to the signs.

•  No Passing Signs.  These signs tell you where passing is not permitted.  Passing areas are
based on how far you can see ahead.  They consider unseen hazards such as hills and curves,
intersections, driveways and other places a vehicle may enter the roadway.  These signs, along with
pavement markings indicate where you can pass another vehicle, the beginning and ending of a
passing zone or where you may not pass.  Where it is permitted to pass, you may do so only if it is
safe.  Be aware of road conditions and other vehicles.
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Stop Sign - A stop sign has eight sides and is red with white letters.  You must come to a full
stop at a stop sign or stop line, if one is present.  You must wait until crossing vehicles and
pedestrians have cleared and pull forward only when it is safe to do so.

Yield Sign - A yield sign is a downward pointing triangle.  It is red and white with red letters.
It means you must slow down and yield the right-of-way to traffic in the intersection you are
crossing or roadway you are entering.

Do Not Enter Sign - A square sign with a white horizontal line inside a red ball means you
cannot enter.  You will see this sign at roadway openings that you should not enter such as exit
ramps, in crossovers on divided roadways and at numerous locations on one-way streets.

Slow Moving Vehicle - A reflective orange triangle on the rear of a vehicle means it is traveling
less than 25 mph.  You may see this decal on construction equipment, on farm equipment or horse
drawn wagons or carriages.

Common types of Guide Signs are:

Destination Signs - These signs are square or rectangular shaped and are green or brown with
white lettering.  They show directions and distance to various locations such as cities, airports, state
lines or to special areas such as national parks, historical areas or museums.

Service Signs - These signs are square or rectangular shaped and are blue with white letters or
symbols.  They show the location of various services such as rest areas, gas stations, campgrounds
or hospitals.

Route Number Signs - The shape and color of route number signs indicate the type of roadway.
When planning a trip, use a road map to determine your route.  During the trip, follow the route
signs to prevent you from getting lost.

Pavement Markings
Lines and symbols on the roadway divide lanes, tell you when you may pass other vehicles or

change lanes, which lanes to use for turns, define pedestrian walkways and where you must stop for
signs or traffic signals.

Edge and Lane Lines - Solid lines along the side of the road show you where the edge of the
road is located.

• White lane marking -  Multiple lanes of travel in the same direction are separated by white
lane markings.  A dashed white line between lanes of traffic means that you may cross it to
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change lanes if it is safe to do so.  A solid white line between lanes of traffic means that
you should stay in your lane unless a special situation requires you to change lanes.

• Crosswalks and stop lines - When required to stop because of a sign or signal, you must
stop before your vehicle reaches the stop line or if there is one, a crosswalk. Crosswalks
define the area where pedestrians may cross the roadway. You must yield to pedestrians in
or about to enter a crosswalk. Not all crosswalks are marked.  Be alert for pedestrians
when crossing intersections.

• Yellow lane markings - Lines separating traffic moving in opposite directions are yellow.
A dashed yellow line between opposing lanes of traffic means that you may cross it to pass
if it safe to do so.  Some passing zones have signs that tell you where passing is permitted
and where you cannot pass.  Where there is both a solid and a dashed yellow line between
opposing lanes of traffic, you may not pass if the solid yellow line is on your side.  If the
dashed line is on your side, you may pass if it is safe to do so.  Two solid yellow lines
between lanes of traffic means neither side can pass.  You may cross a solid yellow line to
turn into a driveway if it safe to do so.
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OTHER LANE CONTROLS

Reversible Lanes
Some travel lanes are designed to carry traffic in one direction at

certain times and in the opposite direction at other times.  These lanes are
usually marked by double-dashed yellow lines.  Before you start driving in
them, check to see which lanes you can use at that time. There may be signs
posted by the side of the road or overhead.  Special lights are often used.  A
green arrow means you can use the lane beneath it; a red “X” means you
cannot. A flashing yellow “X” means the lane is only for turning.  A steady
yellow “X” means that the use of the lane is changing and you should move
out of it as soon as it is safe to do so.

Reserved Lanes
On various roadways, one or more lanes may be reserved for special

vehicles.  Reserved lanes are marked by signs stating that the lane is
reserved for special use and often have a white diamond posted at the side
of the road or painted on the road surface.

• “Transit” or “bus” means the lane is for bus use only.

• “Bicycle” means the lane is reserved for bicycles.

• “HOV” stands for “High Occupancy Vehicles” and indicates lanes
reserved for vehicles with more than one person in them.  Signs
say how many people must be in the vehicle, as well as the days
and hours to which it applies.  For example, “HOV 3” means
there must be at least three people in the vehicle.

Shared Center Lane
These center lanes are reserved for making left turns (or U-turns when

they are permitted) but can be used by vehicles traveling in both directions.
On the pavement, left-turn arrows for traffic in one direction alternate with
left-turn arrows for traffic coming from the other direction.  These lanes are
marked on each side by a solid yellow and dashed yellow lines.  In some
areas, the shared center lane becomes a “reversible lane” during rush hours.
Be sure you can enter the lane before you do so and then only if it is safe to
do so.
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General Rules
When there are no signs or markings to control the use of lanes, there are rules that indicate

which lane is to be used.  These rules cover general driving, passing and turning.

General driving - Never back a vehicle in any travel lane except to parallel park.  It is illegal
and unsafe to do so. Drivers do not expect a vehicle to be backing towards them and may not realize
it until it is too late.  If you miss your turn or exit do not back up but go on to where you can safely
turn around.

Do not stop in travel lanes for any reason (confusion, breakdown, letting out a passenger).
Keep moving until you can safely pull off the road.

On a road with two or more lanes traveling in the same direction, stay in the right lane except
to pass.  On a road with three or more lanes traveling in the same direction, if there is a lot of
entering or exiting traffic, use the center travel lane.

Unless told to do so by officials, never drive on the shoulder of the road.

Passing - On multi-lane roads, the left-most lane is intended to be used for passing slower
vehicles.  If you pass on the right, the other driver may have difficulty seeing you and might
suddenly change lanes in front of you.  Never pass on the shoulder, whether it is paved or not.
Other drivers will never expect you to be there and may pull off the road without looking.

Turning - Where there are no signs or lane markings to control turning, you should turn from
the lane that is closest to the direction you want to go and turn into the lane closest to the one you
came from.  This way, you will cross the fewest lanes of traffic. When making turns, go from one
lane to the other as directly as possible without crossing lane lines or interfering with traffic.  Once
you have completed your turn, you can change to another lane if you need to. Always use turn
signals when changing lanes or turning.
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• Right turns.  On right turns, avoid swinging wide to the left before turning to make the turn.
If you swing wide, the driver behind you may think you are changing lanes or going to turn
left and may try to pass you on the right.  If you swing wide as you complete the turn, drivers
who are in the far lane will not expect to see you there.

• Left turns.  When making a left turn, avoid cutting the corner so sharply that you run into
someone approaching from the left.  However, be sure to leave room for oncoming vehicles
to turn left in front of you.

• Multiple lanes turning.  If there are signs or lane markings that allow for two or more turning
lanes, stay in your lane during the turn.

RIGHT-OF-WAY
Where vehicles or pedestrians are likely to meet one another and there are no signs or signals

to regulate traffic, there are rules on who must yield the right-of-way.  These rules tell who goes first
and who must wait in different traffic situations.

The law says who must yield the right of way; it does not give anyone the right-of-way. You
must do everything you can to prevent striking a pedestrian or another vehicle, regardless of the
circumstances.

The following right-of-way rules apply at intersections:

• Drivers must yield where necessary to avoid striking pedestrians who are legally crossing
the road.

• Drivers crossing a sidewalk entering or exiting a driveway, alley or parking lot must yield
to pedestrians.  It is illegal to drive on a sidewalk except to cross it.

• Pedestrians using a guide dog or carrying a white cane have absolute right-of-way. Do not
use your horn as it could confuse or frighten the blind pedestrian.

• Drivers turning left must yield to oncoming vehicles going straight-ahead.

• Drivers entering a traffic circle or rotary must yield to drivers already in the circle.

• At an intersection where there is no stop sign, yield sign or traffic signal, drivers must
yield to vehicles coming from the right.

Intersection Intersection
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• At a 4-way stop, the driver reaching the intersection first, goes first (after coming to a
complete stop).  If more than one vehicle arrives at the same time, the vehicle on the right,
goes.

• Drivers entering a road from a driveway, alley or roadside must yield to vehicles already
on the main road.

• Drivers may not enter an intersection unless they can get through it without having to stop.
You should wait until traffic ahead clears so that you are not blocking the intersection.

• Drivers overtaking a vehicle traveling in the same direction must yield to that vehicle, even
if the vehicle is slowing or coming to a stop.

• You must yield the right-of-way to a police vehicle, fire engine, ambulance or other
emergency vehicle using a siren, air horn or a red or blue flashing light.  Pull over to the
right edge of the road or as near to the right as possible when you see or hear an emergency
vehicle approaching from any direction.  Follow any instructions given over the emergency
vehicle’s loudspeaker.  If you are in an intersection, drive through the intersection before
you pull over.

• You must stop for a school bus that is stopped with its red lights flashing whether it is on
your side of the road, the opposite side of the road or at an intersection you are
approaching. You are not required to stop if the bus is traveling towards you and the
roadway is separated by a median or other physical barrier. After the school bus red lights
have stopped flashing, watch for children along the side of the road and do not proceed
until they have completely left the roadway and it is safe to proceed.

• You must yield the right-of-way to trains crossing the roadway.
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SPEED LIMITS
Everyone who operates a motor vehicle must obey all speed limits.  Your vehicle control is

affected by the speed at which you drive.

Maximum

15 mph within a school zone, with a posted speed limit

30 mph in business or residential areas, unless posted otherwise

55 mph on public highways, unless posted otherwise

75 mph on rural interstate highways, unless, posted otherwise

Minimum

No one should drive at a speed less than the minimum posted speed limit.  If no minimum is
posted, drive so that you do not interfere with regular traffic flow.  You should travel on the right-
hand side of the road when your driving speed is slower than other vehicles.  Speed should be
adjusted for adverse conditions and for the type of vehicle and to avoid accidents.

PARKING
Drivers are responsible for making sure that their vehicle is not a hazard when it is parked.

Whenever you park, be sure it is in a place that is far enough from any travel lane to avoid
interfering with traffic and visible to vehicles approaching from either direction.

• Always park in a designated area if possible.

• Always set your parking brake when you park.  Leave the vehicle in gear if it has a manual
transmission or in “park” if it has an automatic transmission.

• Check traffic before you open the door.  Get out of the vehicle on the curbside if you can.  If
you have to use the street side, check traffic before you get out.  Shut the door as soon as you
can after getting out.

• Never leave the ignition keys in a parked vehicle.  It is a good habit to lock the doors
whenever you leave your vehicle.

• If you must park on a roadway, park your vehicle as far away from traffic as possible.  If
there is a curb, park as close to it as you can.

• When you park on a hill, turn your wheels sharply towards the side of the road or curb.  This
way, if your vehicle starts to roll downhill, it will roll away from traffic.

No-Parking Zones —  There are many areas where you cannot park.  Check for signs that may
prohibit or limit parking.  Some parking restrictions are indicated by colored curb markings.  Do not
park:

• in an intersection,

• on a crosswalk or sidewalk,

• in a construction area if your vehicle will block traffic,
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• within 30 ft. of a traffic signal, stop sign or yield sign,

• within 25 ft. of a crosswalk at an intersection,

• within 50 ft. of a fire hydrant,

• within 50 ft. of a railroad crossing,

• more than 2 ft. from the curb,

• within 20 ft. of a fire station driveway on the same side of the street or within 75 ft. of a
driveway on the other side of the street,

• blocking a driveway, alley, private road or area of the curb removed or lowered for access to
the sidewalk,

• on a bridge or overpass or in a tunnel or underpass,

• on the wrong side of the street,

• in a space marked for the handicapped, unless you have a handicap license plate, placard or
sticker,

• on the road side of a parked vehicle (double parking),

• on railroad tracks, or

• wherever a sign says “no parking”.

Other parking restrictions are indicated by curbs painted:

• white - indicates that only short stops are permitted,

• yellow - indicates a loading zone or some other restriction,

•  blue – indicates handicap crossing,

•  red – indicates fire zone.

SAFE DRIVING TIPS
No driver manual can teach you how to operate a vehicle or be a safe driver.  Driving requires

skills you can only gain through instruction and practice.  The following offers some basic driving
information.

BASIC  DRIVING

Starting
Check the vehicle owner’s manual for how to best start the vehicle.  Make sure the parking

brake is on before you start the vehicle.  If the vehicle has a manual transmission, it must not be in
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gear and in some vehicles the clutch must be depressed.  For a vehicle that has an automatic
transmission, you must put the shift selector in “park.”

Accelerating
Accelerate gradually and smoothly.  Trying to start too fast can cause the drive wheels to spin,

particularly on slippery surfaces and cause the vehicle to slide.  With a manual-shift vehicle,
practice using the clutch and accelerator so that the engine does not over-rev or stall when shifting
between gears.

Steering
Both hands should be placed on opposite sides of the steering wheel (e.g., left hand between 8

and 10 o’clock and right hand between 2 and 4 o’clock).  This position is comfortable and on high-
speed roads it allows you to make turns without taking your hands off the wheel.

Look well down the road and on both sides of the road, not at the road just in front of your
vehicle.  Look for traffic situations where you will need to steer before you get to them.  This way,
you have time to steer smoothly and safely.

When turning sharp corners, turn the steering wheel using the “hand-over-hand” technique.
When you complete a turn, straighten out the steering wheel by hand.  Letting it slip through your
fingers could be dangerous.

Speeding
The best way not to speed is to know how fast you are going.  Check the speedometer often.

People are not very good at judging how fast they are going.  It is easy to be traveling much faster
than you think.  This is especially true when you leave high-speed roads and are driving on much
slower local roads.

Follow the speed limit signs.  They are there for your safety.

Stopping
Be alert so that you know when you will have to stop well ahead of time.  Stopping suddenly is

dangerous and usually points to a driver who was not paying attention.  When you brake quickly,
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you could skid and lose control of your vehicle.  You also make it harder for drivers behind you to
stop without hitting you.

Try to avoid panic stops by seeing events well in advance.  By slowing down or changing
lanes, you may not have to stop at all and if you do, you can make a more gradual and safer stop.

SEEING WELL
Most of what you do in driving depends on what you see.  To be a good driver, you need to see

well.  The single biggest contributor to crashes is failing to see what is happening. You must look
down the road, to the sides and behind your vehicle and be alert for unexpected events.  At night and
at other times when it’s hard to see, you must use your headlights.

You must be alert to what is going on around you.  Many crashes occur because drivers do not
pay enough attention to their driving.  Do not take your eyes off the road for more than a few
seconds at any one time.  If you need to look at a map, pull safely off the road before you try to look
at it.  Do not try to read the map while you are driving. In many crashes with motorcycles, bicycles
and pedestrians, drivers reported that they looked but did not see them.

If you have a cellular phone or CB radio, avoid using it when the vehicle is in motion.  Even
with “hands free” equipment, conversing on a phone or radio takes your attention away from driving
and can cause you to be less likely to notice a dangerous situation.

Do not drive with head or earphones that cover or go in both ears.  These are illegal and make
it hard to hear emergency horns or sirens.

Do not slow down just to look at a crash, someone getting a ticket or other roadside activity.
This could cause you to be in a crash.  If you take your eyes off the road to look at something, you
could run into a vehicle ahead that has slowed or stopped.  Rubbernecking also can increase
congestion.  When you pass these roadside activities, keep your eyes on the road and get past them
as soon and as safely as you can.

Scanning
Scanning helps you to see problems ahead; vehicles and people that may be in the road by the

time you reach them, signs warning of problems ahead and signs giving you directions.

Look ahead - In order to avoid last minute braking or the need to turn, you should look well
down the road.  By looking well ahead and being ready to stop or change lanes if needed, you can
drive more safely, save on fuel, help keep traffic moving at a steady pace and allow yourself time to
better see around your vehicle and along side the road.  Looking well down the road will also help
you to steer straighter with less weaving.  Safer drivers tend to look at least 10 seconds ahead of
their vehicle.  How far is this?  It is the distance that your vehicle will travel in 10 seconds.

In the city, 10 seconds is about one block.  When you drive in city traffic, you should try to
look at least one block ahead.  On the highway, 10 seconds is about four city blocks or a quarter of a
mile.



New Mexico Driver Manual

21

How do you know how many seconds you are looking ahead?  Here is how to figure how far
ahead you are looking.

1. Find a non-moving object like a sign or telephone pole near the road about as far ahead as
you are looking.

2. Start counting: one-one-thousand, two-one-thousand, three-one-thousand, etc., until you
reach the object.

3. The number of seconds you have counted is the number of seconds ahead that you were
looking.

You can be a safer driver by looking well ahead.  You can avoid the need to stop or turn
quickly.  The less you have to stop or turn quickly, the less likely you are to run into someone or
have someone run into you.

By looking well ahead, you can save on fuel.  Every time you have to stop quickly, it takes
time and fuel to get your vehicle back up to speed.  Drivers, who look ahead, can slow down
gradually or change lanes and avoid unnecessary braking that leads to lower miles-per-gallon.

Traffic would flow more smoothly if everyone looked well ahead.  Making driving changes
before the last moment gives drivers behind you more time to react.  The earlier you act, the less
often someone behind you has to react quickly to your vehicle.  By seeing needed driving changes
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early, you can drive more safely and that helps drivers behind you drive more safely too. It also
keeps traffic moving at a steady pace.

Look to the sides - As other vehicles or pedestrians may cross or enter your path anytime, you
should look to the sides to make sure no one is coming.  This is especially true at intersections and
railroad crossings.

Intersections - Intersections are any place where traffic merges or crosses.  They include:  cross
streets, side streets, driveways and shopping center or parking lot entrances. Before you enter an
intersection, look to both the left and right for approaching vehicles and/or crossing pedestrians.  If
stopped, look to both the left and right just before you start moving.  Look across the intersection
before you start to move to make sure the path is clear all the way through the intersection and you
will not block it if you have to stop.

Before you turn left across oncoming traffic, look for a safe gap in the traffic. Look to the street
you are turning into to make sure that no vehicles or pedestrians are in your path, leaving you
stranded in the path of oncoming traffic.  Look one more time in the direction of oncoming traffic
before you turn.

Before turning right, make sure that there is no traffic approaching from your left and no
oncoming traffic turning left into your path.  Do not begin your turn without checking for
pedestrians crossing where you will be turning.  You may turn right on red unless prohibited. You
may also turn left from a one-way street into another one-way street unless prohibited.

Do not rely on traffic signals or signs to tell you that no one will be crossing in front of you.
Some drivers do not obey traffic signals or signs.  At an intersection, look left and right, even if
other traffic has a red light or a stop sign.  This is especially important just after the light has turned
green.  This is when people on the cross street are most likely to hurry through the intersection
before the light changes to red.  Others who may not stop are individuals who have been drinking or
other reckless drivers.

Make sure you can clearly see crossing traffic before entering an intersection.  If you were
stopped and your view of a cross street is blocked, edge forward slowly until you can see. By
moving forward slowly, crossing drivers can see the front of your vehicle before you can see them.
This gives them a chance to slow down and warn you if needed.

Whenever there is a lot of activity along the side of the road, there is a good chance that
someone will cross or enter the road.  Therefore, it is very important to look to the sides when you
are near shopping centers and parking lots, construction areas, busy sidewalks and playgrounds and
schoolyards.

Railroad crossings - As you approach any railroad crossing slow down and look up and down
the tracks to make sure a train is not coming.  Do not assume that a train is not coming even if you
have never seen one at that crossing before.  Assuming that a train is not coming is one of the
leading causes of fatalities at railroad crossings.  Make sure there is room for your vehicle on the far
side before you cross the tracks.

At crossings with more than one track, wait until the passing train is well down the track before
starting to cross.  Another train may be hidden by the one that just passed.

Look behind - Besides watching traffic ahead of you, you must check traffic behind you. You
need to check more often when traffic is heavy.  This is the only way you will know if someone is
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following too closely or coming up too fast and will give you time to do something about it.  It is
very important to look for vehicles behind you when you change lanes, slow down, back up or are
driving down a long or steep hill.

When changing lanes - Whenever you want to change lanes, you must check that there are no
vehicles in the lane you want to enter.  This means you must check for traffic to the side and behind
your vehicle before you change lanes.  Changing lanes includes changing from one lane to another,
merging onto a roadway from an entrance ramp and entering the roadway from the curb or shoulder.
When changing lanes, you should:

• Look in your rear-view and side mirrors.  Make sure there are no vehicles in the lane you
want to enter.  Make sure that nobody is about to pass you.

• Look over your shoulder in the direction you plan to move.  Be sure no one is near the rear
corners of your vehicle.  These areas are called “blind spots” because you cannot see them
through your mirrors.  You must turn your head and look to see vehicles in your blind spot.

• Check quickly.  Do not take your eyes off the road ahead for more than an instant. Traffic
ahead of you could stop suddenly while you are checking traffic to the sides, rear or over
your shoulder. Also, use your mirrors to check traffic while you are preparing to change
lanes, merge or pull onto the roadway.  This way you can keep an eye on vehicles ahead of
you at the same time. Check over your shoulder just before you change lanes for traffic in
your blind spot.  Remember to look several times if you need too. Try not to take your eyes
off the road for an extended period of time. You must keep track of what traffic is doing in
front of you and in the lane you are entering.

• Check the far lane.  Be sure to check the far lane, if there is one, as someone in that lane may
be planning to move into the same lane you want to enter.

• Check for other road users.  Remember that there are other road users such as motorcycles,
bicycles and pedestrians that are harder to see than cars and trucks.  Be especially alert when
you are entering the roadway from the curb or driveway.
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When you slow down - You must check behind your vehicle whenever you slow down.  This is
very important when you slow down quickly or at points where a driver would not expect you to
slow down, such as private driveways or parking spaces.

When you back up - It is hard for you to see behind your vehicle.  Try to do as little backing as
possible.  In a shopping center, try to find a parking space you can drive through, so you can drive
forward when you leave.  Where backing is necessary, here are some hints that will help you back
your vehicle safely.

• Check behind your vehicle before you get in.  Children or small objects cannot be seen from
the driver’s seat.

• Place your right arm on the back of the seat and turn around so that you can look directly
through the rear window.  Do not depend on your rearview or side mirrors as you can not see
directly behind your vehicle.

• Back slowly, your vehicle is much harder to steer while you are backing.

• Whenever possible use a person outside the vehicle to help you back.

When going down a long or steep hill - Check your mirrors when you are going down hills or
mountains.  Vehicles often build up speed going down a steep grade.  Be alert for large trucks and
buses that may be going too fast.

Use Your Lights
It is much harder to see at night.  Here are some things you can do that will help you see better:

• Use your high beams whenever there are no oncoming vehicles.  High beams let you see
twice as far as low beams.  It is important to use high beams on unfamiliar roads, in
construction areas or where there may be people along the side of the road.

• Dim your high beams whenever you come within about a one-block distance of an oncoming
vehicle.

• Use your low beams when following another vehicle or when in heavy traffic.

• Use the low beams in fog or when it is snowing or raining hard.  Light from high beams will
reflect back, causing glare and making it more difficult to see ahead.  Some vehicles have
fog lights that you also should use under these conditions.

• Do not drive at any time with only your parking lights on.  Parking lights are for parking
only.

If a vehicle comes toward you with high beams on, flash your headlights quickly a couple of
times.  If the driver fails to dim the lights, look toward the right side of the road.  This will keep you
from being blinded by the other vehicle’s headlights and allow you to see enough of the edge of the
road to stay on course.  Do not try to “get back” at the other driver by keeping your bright lights on.
If you do, both of you may be blinded.
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COMMUNICATING

Crashes often happen because one driver does not see another driver, or when one driver does
something the other driver does not expect.  It is important that drivers let other road users know
they are there and what they plan to do.

Letting Others Know You Are There

Some drivers do not always pay attention to what is going on around them.  It is important that
other road users know that you are there.

Use headlights - Besides helping you to see at night, headlights help other people see you. If
needed, flick your headlights to alert other road users you are there.  Remember to turn on your
headlights whenever you have trouble seeing others.  If you have trouble seeing them, they may
have trouble seeing you.

• On rainy, snowy or foggy days, it is sometimes hard for other drivers to see your vehicle.  In
these conditions, headlights make your vehicle easier to see.  Remember, if you turn on your
wipers, turn on your headlights.

• Turn on your headlights when it begins to get dark.  Even if you turn them on a little early,
you will help other drivers see you.

• Whenever driving and lights are necessary, use your headlights.  Parking lights are for
parked vehicles only.

• When driving away from a rising or setting sun, turn on your headlights.  Drivers coming
towards you may have trouble seeing your vehicle.  Your headlights will help them see you.

 Use your horn -  People cannot see you unless they are looking your way.  Your horn can get
their attention.  Use it whenever it will help prevent an accident.  If there is no immediate danger, a
light tap on the horn should be all you need.  Give your horn a light tap :

• when a person on foot or on a bike appears to be moving into your lane of travel

• when you are passing a driver who starts to turn into your lane

• when a driver is not paying attention or may have trouble seeing you

• when coming to a place where you cannot see what is ahead —  like a steep hill, a sharp
curve or exiting a narrow alley

If there is danger, do not be afraid to sound a SHARP BLAST on your horn.  Do this:

• when a child or older person is about to walk, run or ride into the street

• when another vehicle is in danger of hitting you

• when you have lost control of your vehicle and are moving towards someone
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When not to use your horn - There are several occasions when you should not use your horn.
They include:

• encouraging someone to drive faster or get out of the way

• greeting a friend

• around blind pedestrians

Use emergency signals - If your vehicle breaks down on a highway, make sure that other
drivers can see it.  All too often crashes occur because a driver did not see a stalled vehicle until it
was too late to stop.

If available, use your 2-way radio or telephone to notify authorities that your vehicle or
someone else has broken down.  Many roadways have signs that tell you the CB channel or
telephone number to call in an emergency.  If you are having vehicle trouble and have to stop;

• Get your vehicle off the road and away from traffic if at all possible.

• Turn on your emergency flashers to show you are having trouble.

• Try to stop where other drivers have a clear view of your vehicle if you cannot get your
vehicle off the roadway.  (Do not stop just over a hill or just around a curve.)

• Try to warn other road users that your vehicle is there.  Place emergency flares behind the
vehicle.  This allows other drivers to change lanes if necessary.

• If you do not have emergency flares or other warning devices, stand by the side of the road
where you are safe from traffic and wave traffic around your vehicle. Use a white cloth if
you have one.

• Never stand in the roadway.  Do not try to change a tire if it means you have to be in a traffic
lane.

• Lift the hood or tie a white cloth to the antenna, side mirror or door handle to signal an
emergency.

Stay out of the blind spot - Drive your vehicle where others can see you.  Do not drive in
another vehicle’s blind spot.
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• Try to avoid driving on either side and slightly to the rear of another vehicle.  You will be in
his/her blind spot.  Either speed up or drop back so the other driver can see your vehicle
more easily.

• When passing another vehicle, get through the other driver’s blind spot as quickly as you
can. The longer you stay there, the longer you are in danger of him/her turning into you.

• Never stay along side a large vehicle such as a truck or bus.  These vehicles have large blind
spots and it is hard for drivers of large vehicles to see you.

Letting Others Know What You Are Doing

Generally other drivers expect you to keep doing what you are doing.  You must warn them
when you are going to change direction or slow down.  This will give them time to react if needed,
or at least not to be surprised by what you do.

Signal when you change direction - Signaling gives other drivers time to react to your moves.
You should use your turn signals before you change lanes, turn right or left, merge into traffic or
park.

• Get into the habit of signaling every time you change direction.  Signal even when you do
not see anyone else around.  It is easy to miss someone who needs to know what you are
doing.

• Signal as early as you can.  Try to signal at least three seconds before you make your move.

• Be careful that you do not signal too early.  If there are streets, driveways or entrances
between you and where you want to turn, wait until you have passed them to signal.

• If another vehicle is about to enter the street between you and where you plan to turn, wait
until you have passed it to signal your turn.  If you signal earlier, the other driver may think
you plan to turn where they are and they might pull into your path.

• After you have made a turn or lane change, make sure your turn signal is off.  After small
turns, the signals may not turn off by themselves.  Turn it off if it has not clicked off by
itself.  If you don’t, others might think you plan to turn again.

Signal when you slow down - Your brake lights let people know that you are slowing down.
Always slow down as early as it is safe to do so.  If you are going to stop or slow down at a place
where another driver does not expect it, tap your brake pedal three or four times quickly to let those
behind you know you are about to slow down.

Signal when you slow down to:

• turn off a roadway which does not have separate turn or exit lanes.

• park or turn just before an intersection.  Following traffic expects you to continue to the
intersection.

• avoid something in the road or stopped or slowing traffic that a driver behind you cannot see.

ADJUSTING SPEED
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The faster your vehicle is going, the more distance it will take to turn, slow or stop.  For
example, stopping at 60 mph does not take twice the distance it takes at 30 mph as one might think,
but over three times the distance.  Driving safely means adjusting your speed for road and traffic
conditions, how well you can see and obeying speed limits.

Adjusting To Road Conditions

There are various road conditions where to be safe, you must slow down.  For example, you
must slow down before a sharp curve, when the roadway is slippery and when there is standing
water on the road.

The only contact your vehicle has with the road is through the tires.  How good a grip the tires
have with the road depends on the type and condition of the tires and the type and condition of the
road surface.

Many drivers do not pay enough attention to the condition of their tires or to the condition of
the roadway.  It is important that the tires be in good condition and have enough air in them. See the
vehicle owner’s manual for correct tire pressure.

You do not have as much traction on gravel or dirt roads as you do on concrete or asphalt
roads.  When driving on gravel or dirt, you must slow down.  It will take you much longer to stop
and it is much easier to skid when turning.

Curves - A vehicle can travel much faster in a straight line than it can in a curve.  It is easy to
go too fast in a curve.  If you go too fast, then the tires will not be able to grip the road and the
vehicle will skid.  Always slow down before you enter the curve so you do not have to brake in the
curve.  Braking in a curve can cause the vehicle to skid.

Slippery roads - Slow down at the first sign of rain, snow or sleet.  These all make the roadway
slippery.  When the road is slippery, the vehicle’s tires do not grip as well as they do on a dry road.
How slow should you go?  On a wet road you should reduce your speed about 10 mph.  On packed
snow you should cut your speed in half.  Use snow tires or chains when the road has snow on it.  On
ice, you must slow to a crawl.  It is very dangerous to drive on ice.

If at all possible, do not drive when the roads are icy.  In some areas where there is a lot of icy
weather, special studded tires are allowed.  Because these tires can cause road damage, they are not
allowed in many areas or on certain roads.

Some road surfaces are slippery at certain times or places. Here are some clues to help you spot
slippery roads:

• On cold, wet days shady spots can be icy.  These areas freeze first and dry out last.

• Overpasses and other types of bridges can have icy spots.  The pavement on bridges can be
icy even when other pavement is not.  This is because bridges do not have earth underneath
them to help insulate them against the cold and thus can be colder and icier than other
roadways.

• When the temperature is around the freezing point, ice can become wet. This makes it more
slippery than at temperatures well below freezing.
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• If it starts to rain on a hot day, pavement can be very slippery for the first few minutes. Heat
causes the oil in the asphalt to come to the surface.  The road is more slippery until the oil is
washed off.

Water on the roadway - When it is raining or the road is wet, most tires have good traction up
to about 35 mph.  However, as you go faster, your tires will start to ride up on the water, like water
skis.  This is called “hydroplaning.”  In a heavy rain, your tires can lose all traction with the road at
about 50-mph.  Bald or badly worn tires will lose traction at much lower speeds.  The best way to
keep from hydroplaning is to slow down in the rain or when the road is wet.

If it feels like your tires have lost traction with the surface of the road you should:

• Ease your foot off the gas pedal.

• Keep the steering wheel straight.  Only try to turn if it’s an emergency.  If you must turn, do
it slowly, or you will cause your vehicle to skid.

• Do not try to stop or turn until your tires are gripping the road again.

ADJUSTING TO TRAFFIC

Vehicles moving in the same direction at the same speed cannot hit one another.  Crashes
involving two or more vehicles often happen when drivers go faster or slower than other vehicles on
the road.

Keep pace with traffic - If you are going faster than traffic, you will have to keep passing
others.  Each time you pass someone, there is a chance for a collision.  The vehicle you are passing
may change lanes suddenly or on a two-lane road, an oncoming vehicle may appear suddenly.  Slow
down and keep pace with other traffic.  Speeding does not save more than a few minutes an hour.

Going much slower than other vehicles can be just as bad as speeding.  It tends to make
vehicles bunch up behind you and causes the other traffic to pass you.  If vehicles are piled-up
behind you, pull over when safe to do so and let them pass.  You should either drive faster or
consider using roads with slower speeds.

Entering into traffic  - When you merge with traffic, try to enter at the same speed that traffic is
moving.  High-speed roadways generally have ramps to give you time to build-up your speed.  Use
the ramp to reach the speed of the other vehicles before you pull onto the road. Do not drive to the
end of the ramp and stop or you will not have enough room to get up to the speed of traffic.  Also,
drivers behind you will not expect you to stop.  If they are watching the traffic on the main road, you
may be hit from the rear.  If you have to wait for space to enter a roadway, slow down on the ramp
so you have some room to speed-up before you have to merge.

Leaving traffic - Keep up with the speed of traffic as long as you are on the main road.  If the
road you are traveling has exit ramps, do not slow down until you move onto the exit ramp.  When
you turn from a high speed, two-lane roadway, try not to slow down too early if you have traffic
following you.  Tap your brakes and reduce your speed quickly but safely.
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Slow moving traffic - Some vehicles cannot travel very fast or have trouble keeping up with the
speed of traffic.  If you spot these vehicles early, you have time to change lanes or slow down safely.
Slowing suddenly can cause a traffic accident.

• Watch for large trucks and small under-powered cars on steep grades or when they are
entering traffic.  They can loose speed on long or steep hills and it takes longer for these
vehicles to get up to speed when they enter traffic.

• Farm tractors, animal-drawn vehicles and roadway maintenance vehicles usually go 25 mph
or less.  These vehicles should have a slow-moving vehicle decal (an orange triangle) on the
back.

Trouble spots - Wherever people or traffic gather, your room to maneuver is limited.  You need
to lower your speed to have time to react in a crowded space.  Here are some of the places where
you may need to slow down:

• Shopping centers, parking lots and downtown areas - These are busy areas with vehicles and
people stopping, starting and moving in different directions.

• Rush Hours - Rush hours often have heavy traffic and drivers that always seem to be in a
hurry.

• Narrow bridges and tunnels - Vehicles approaching each other are closer together.

• Toll plazas - Vehicles are changing lanes and preparing to stop and then speeding-up again
when leaving the plaza. The number of lanes could change both before and after the plaza.

• Schools, playgrounds and residential streets - These areas often have children present.
Always be alert for children crossing the street or running or riding into the street without
looking.

• Railroad crossings - you need to make sure that there are no trains coming and that you have
room to cross.  Some crossings are bumpy so you need to slow down to safely cross.

HOW WELL CAN YOU SEE?

If something is in your path and you need to stop, you need to see it in time to be able to stop.
It takes much longer and further to stop than many people think.  If you have good tires and brakes
and dry pavement:

• At 50 mph, it can take about 400 feet to react to something you see and bring your vehicle to
a stop. That is about the length of a city block.

• At 30 mph, it can take about 200 feet to stop. That is almost half a city block in length.

If you cannot see 400 feet ahead, it means you may not be driving safely at 50 mph.  If you
cannot see 200 feet ahead, you may not be driving safely at 30 mph.  By the time you see an object
in your path, it may be too late to avoid it.

Here are some things that limit how well you can see and hints you can follow to be a safer
driver.

Darkness - It is harder to see at night.  You must be closer to an object to see it at night than
during the day.  You must be able to stop within the distance you can see ahead with your
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headlights.  Your headlights will let you see about 400 feet ahead.  You should drive at a speed that
allows you to stop within this distance or about 50-mph.

Rain, fog or snow - In a very heavy rain, snowstorm or thick fog, you may not be able to see
much more than 200 feet ahead.  When you cannot see any farther than that, you cannot safely drive
faster than 30 mph.  In a very heavy downpour, you may not be able to see well enough to drive. If
this happens, pull off the road in a safe place and wait until it clears.

Hills and curves - You may not know what is on the other side of a hill or just around a curve,
even if you have driven the road many times.  If a vehicle is stalled on the road just over a hill or
around a curve, you must be able to stop.  Whenever you come to a hill or curve where you cannot
see over or around, adjust your speed so you can stop if necessary.

Parked vehicles - Vehicles parked along the side of the road may block your view.  People may
be ready to get out of a vehicle or walk out from between parked vehicles. Give parked vehicles as
much room as you can.

Sight-distance rule - Drive at a speed where you can always safely stop.  To tell if you are
driving too fast for conditions, use the “Four Second Sight Distance Rule.”  Pick out a stationary
object as far ahead as you can clearly see (e.g. a sign or a telephone pole).  Start counting
“one-one-thousand, two-one-thousand, three-one-thousand, four-one-thousand.” If you reach the
object before you finish saying “four-one-thousand,” you need to slow down. You are going too fast
for your sight-distance.  You must not drive faster than the distance you can see. If you do, you are
not safe and could injure or kill yourself or others.

You should also use the “Four Second Sight Distance Rule” at night to make sure you are not
“over-driving your headlights.”

Speed limits - You must comply with speed limits. They are based on the design of the road,
and the type of vehicles that use them.  They take into account things you cannot see, such as side
roads and driveways where people may pull out suddenly, and the amount of traffic that uses the
road.

Remember that speed limits are posted for ideal conditions. If the road is wet or icy, if you
cannot see well or if traffic is heavy, then you must slow down. Even if you are driving under the
posted speed limit, you can get a ticket for traveling too fast under these conditions.
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SHARING SPACE

You always must share the road with others. The more distance you keep between yourself and
everyone else, the more time you have to react. This space is like a safety cushion.  The more you
have, the safer it can be.  This section describes how to make sure you have enough space around
you when you drive.

Space Ahead

Rear-end crashes are very common. They are caused from drivers following too closely to be
able to stop before hitting the vehicle ahead when it suddenly stops. There is an easy way to tell if
you are following too closely.  It is called the “two-second rule,” and it works at any speed.

• Watch when the rear of the vehicle ahead passes a sign, pole or any other stationary point.

• Count the seconds it takes you to reach the same spot. (“One-thousand-one, one-thousand-
two.”)

• You are following too closely if you pass the mark before you finish counting.

• If so, drop back and then count again at another spot to check the new following distance.
Repeat until you are following no closer than “two seconds.”

There are situations where you need more space in front of your vehicle. In the following
situations, you may need a four-second following distance to be safe.

• On slippery roads - Because you need more distance to stop your vehicle on slippery roads,
you must leave more space in front of you.  If the vehicle ahead suddenly stops, you will
need the extra distance to stop safely.

• When the driver behind you wants to pass - Slow down to allow room in front of your
vehicle.  Slowing also will allow the pass to be completed sooner.

• When following motorcycles - If the motorcycle should fall, you need extra distance to avoid
the rider.  The chances of a fall are greatest on wet or icy roads, gravel roads or metal
surfaces such as bridges, gratings or streetcar or railroad tracks.

• When following drivers who cannot see you - The drivers of trucks, buses, vans or vehicles
pulling campers or trailers may not be able to see you when you are directly behind them.
They could stop suddenly without knowing you are there.  Large vehicles also block your
view of the road ahead.  Falling back allows you more room to see ahead.

• When you have a heavy load or are pulling a trailer - The extra weight increases your
stopping distance.

• When it is hard for you to see - When it is hard for you to see ahead because of darkness or
bad weather, you need to increase your following distance.

• When being followed to closely - If you are being followed closely, you should allow extra
room. You will then be able to stop without being hit from behind.

• When following emergency vehicles - Police vehicles, ambulances and fire trucks need more
room to operate.
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• When approaching railroad crossings - Leave extra room for vehicles required to come to a
stop at railroad crossings, including transit buses, school buses or vehicles carrying
hazardous materials.

• When stopped on a hill or incline - Leave extra space when stopped on a hill or incline.  The
vehicle ahead may roll back when it starts up.

Space Behind

It is not always easy to maintain a safe distance behind your vehicle.  However, you can help
keep the driver at a safe distance by keeping a steady speed and signaling in advance when you have
to slow down or turn.

• Stopping to pick up or let off passengers - Try to find a safe place out of traffic to stop.

• Parallel parking - If you want to parallel park and there is traffic coming behind you, put on
your turn signal, pull next to the space and allow following vehicles to pass before you park.

• Driving slowly - When you have to drive so slow that you slow down other vehicles, pull to
the side of the road when safe to do so and let them pass.  There are “turnout” areas on some
two-lane roads you can use.  Other two lane roads sometimes have “passing lanes.”

• Being tailgated - Every now and then you may find yourself being followed closely or
“tailgated” by another driver.  If you are being followed too closely and there is a right lane,
move over to the right.  If there is no right lane, wait until the road ahead is clear then reduce
speed slowly.  This will encourage the tailgater to drive around you.  Never slow down
quickly to discourage a tailgater, all that does is increase your risk of being hit from behind.

Space to the Side

You need space on both sides of your vehicle to have room to turn or change lanes.

• Avoid driving next to other vehicles on multi-lane roads.  Someone may crowd your lane or
try to change lanes and pull into you.  Move ahead or drop back of the other vehicle.

• Keep as much space as you can between yourself and oncoming vehicles.  On a two-lane
road, this means not crowding the centerline.  In general, it is safest to drive in the center of
your lane.

• Make room for vehicles entering on a roadway that has two or more lanes.  If there is no one
next to you, move over a lane.

• Keep extra space between your vehicle and parked cars.  Someone could step out from a
parked vehicle, or from between vehicles, or a parked vehicle could pull out.

 • Give extra space to pedestrians or bicycles, especially children.  They can move into your
path quickly and without warning.  Do not share a lane with a pedestrian or bicyclist.  Wait
until it is safe to pass in the adjoining lane.

• “Split the difference.”  Split the difference between two hazards.  For example, steer a
middle course between oncoming and parked vehicles.  However, if one is more dangerous
than the other, leave a little more space on the dangerous side.  In this example, if the



New Mexico Driver Manual

34

oncoming vehicle is a tractor-trailer, leave a little more room on the side that the truck will
pass.

• When possible, take potential hazards one at a time.  For example, if you are overtaking a
bicycle and an oncoming vehicle is approaching, slow down and let the vehicle pass first so
that you can give extra room to the bicycle.

 

Space to Merge

Anytime you want to merge with other traffic, you need a gap of about four seconds.  If you
move into the middle of a four second gap, both you and the vehicle that is now behind you have a
two-second following distance. You need a four-second gap whenever you change lanes, enter a
roadway or when your lane merges with another travel lane.

• Do not try to merge into a gap that is too small.  A small gap can quickly become even
smaller. Enter a gap that gives you a big enough space to be safe.

• If you want to cross several lanes, take them one at a time.  Like going up or down stairs one
step at a time, it is safest and easiest to merge one lane at a time.  It is very difficult to
determine that all the lanes are free and safe to cross. If you wait until all the lanes were
clear, you can tie up traffic and even cause a crash.

Space to Cross or Enter

When you cross traffic, you need a large enough gap to get all the way across the road. When
you enter traffic, you need enough space to first turn and then to get up to speed.

• When you cross traffic, you need room to get all the way across. Stopping halfway across is
only safe when there is a median divider large enough for your vehicle. Do not stop in a
divider where part of your vehicle is sticking into traffic.

• If you are turning left, make sure there are no vehicles or pedestrians blocking your path.
You do not want to be caught waiting for a path to clear while stuck across a lane that has
oncoming vehicles coming towards you.

• Even if you have the green light, do not start across the intersection if there are vehicles
blocking your way. If you are caught in the intersection when the light changes to red you
will block other traffic. You can get a ticket for blocking an intersection.

• Never assume another driver will share space with you or give you space.  For example, do
not turn just because an approaching vehicle has a turn signal on. The driver may plan to
turn after they pass your vehicle or may have forgotten to turn the signal off from a prior
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turn. This is particularly true of motorcycles, as their signals often do not cancel by
themselves.   Wait until the other driver actually starts to turn and then go if it is safe to do
so.

• When you cross railroad tracks, make sure you can cross without having to stop on the
tracks.

Space to Pass

Whenever signs or road markings permit you to pass, you will have to judge whether you have
enough room to pass safely.  Do not count on having enough time to pass several vehicles at once.
Be safe.  As a general rule only pass one vehicle at a time.

• Oncoming vehicles - At a speed of 55 mph, you need about 10 seconds to pass.  That means
you need a 10-second gap in oncoming traffic and sight-distance to pass. You must judge
whether you will have enough space to pass safely.

At 55 mph you will travel over 800 feet in 10 seconds.  So will an oncoming vehicle.  That
means you need over 1600 feet or about one-third of a mile to pass safely.  It is hard to judge
the speed of oncoming vehicles at this distance. They do not seem to be coming as fast as
they really are. A vehicle that is far away generally appears to be standing still.  In fact, if
you can actually see that it is coming closer, it may be too close for you to pass.  If you are
not sure, wait to pass until you are sure that there is enough space.

• Hills and curves - You have to be able to see at least one-third of a mile or about 10 seconds
ahead.  Anytime a curve or a hill blocks your view, you should assume that there is an
oncoming vehicle just out of sight.  Therefore you should treat a curve or a hill as you do an
oncoming vehicle. This means you should not start to pass if you are within one-third of a
mile of a hill or curve.

• Intersections - It is dangerous to pass where a vehicle is likely to enter or cross the road.
Such places include intersections, railroad crossings and shopping center entrances.  While
you are passing, your view of people, vehicles or trains can be blocked by the vehicle you are
passing.  Also, drivers turning right into the approaching lane will not expect to find you
approaching in their lane.  They may not even look your way before turning.
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• Lane restrictions - Before you pass, look ahead for road conditions and traffic that may cause
other vehicles to move into your lane.  You might lose your space for passing because of:

• people or bicyclists near the road,

• a narrow bridge or other situation that causes reduced lane width, or

• a patch of ice, pothole or something on the road.

• Space to return - Do not pass unless you have enough space to return to the driving lane. Do
not count on other drivers to make room for you.

• Railroad grade crossing - do not pass if there is a railroad grade crossing ahead.

Before you return to the driving lane, be sure to leave enough room between yourself and the
vehicle you have passed.  When you can see both headlights of the vehicle you just passed in your
rear-view mirror, it is safe to return to the driving lane.

Space for Special Situations

There are certain drivers and other road users you should give extra room. Some are listed here.

Those who cannot see you - Anyone who cannot see you may enter your path without knowing
you are there.  Those who could have trouble seeing you include:

• drivers at intersections or driveways whose view is blocked by buildings, trees or other
vehicles,

• drivers backing into the roadway or backing into or pulling out of parking spaces,

• drivers whose windows are covered with snow or ice or are steamed-up, or

People who are distracted - Even when others can see you, allow extra room or be extra
cautious if you think they may be distracted. People who may be distracted include:

•  delivery persons,

•  construction workers, or

• children or drivers who are not paying attention to their driving.

People who may be confused - People who are confused may cause an unsafe situation. People
who may be confused include:

• tourists or others who do not seem to know where they are going,

• drivers who slow down for what seems like no reason, or

• drivers looking for street signs or house numbers.

Drivers in trouble - If another driver makes a mistake, do not make it worse.  Drivers who
pass you when they do not have enough room for example.  Slow down and let them return to the
drive lane safely. If another driver needs to suddenly change lanes, slow down and let them merge.
These gestures will keep traffic moving smoothly and safely.
SHARING THE ROAD
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Bicycles

Bicycle riders have the same rights and responsibilities as motor vehicle drivers.  They must stop at
traffic lights, signal their intentions and obey other traffic laws.  They also have a right to ride on
any public roadway in New Mexico, which means drivers must take special care when approaching
or passing bicycles.  Drivers should allow a distance of no less than five feet from the bicyclist when
passing.

Large Commercial Vehicles

Statistics show three out of four accidents between large commercial trucks and cars are found to be
the fault of the car driver, simply because they were unaware of what they were dealing with.  Keep
the following information in mind when sharing the road with large commercial vehicles:

A. If you are driving behind a truck or bus and cannot see the rearview mirrors of the vehicle
in front of you, the driver of the large vehicle cannot see you.

B. A loaded truck with good tires and properly adjusted brakes, traveling at 55 mph on a
clear, dry road requires a minimum of 290 feet to come to a complete stop.  It is essential,
therefore, to refrain from entering a road in front of a large vehicle.  It also is important to
avoid changing lanes in front of a large vehicle, if you are turning off the road.

C. A truck or bus has blind spots on each side where a smaller vehicle cannot be seen.  These
blind spots are referred to as the “No Zone”.  Do not drive in the “No Zone”, except when
absolutely necessary.  It is advisable to avoid driving alongside large vehicles for
prolonged periods, in any circumstances.

D. Trailer tires do not follow the same track left by the tractor tires when a truck makes a side
turn.  Instead, they follow inside the truck tire curve.  This is the reason large vehicles must
swing wide to make turns.

E. When traveling up or down steep grades, large vehicles must drive slowly, about 34 mph,
and therefore use the right lane.  Avoid driving in the right lane when traveling up or down
hills, as well as in the vicinity of truck weigh stations, where slow-moving trucks will be
attempting to re-enter faster-moving traffic.  By avoiding the right lane in these areas, you
will reduce the possibility of rear-ending or being rear-ended by a large vehicle.

F. On long downgrades, there are sometimes special “escape” or “runaway” ramps for trucks.
The ramps are for use ONLY by large vehicles that are out of control or cannot stop
because of brake failure.  Never stop or park in the vicinity of these ramps.

G. Vehicles carrying hazardous materials must stop at all railroad crossings.  Be prepared.
Unlike the hydraulic brakes on cars, trucks and buses have air brakes.  Air brakes do not

operate instantly.  The air lines in air brakes are empty until the brake pedal is depressed, at which
time the air lines fill with air.  Only then will brakes on a large vehicle begin to operate.  It is
therefore imperative that drivers do not make sudden stops in front of large vehicles.

BE IN SHAPE TO DRIVE
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Driving safely is not always easy.  In fact it is one of the most complex things that people do.
It also is one of the few things we do regularly that can injure or kill us.  It is worth the effort to be a
careful driver.

Being a safe driver takes a lot of skill and judgment.  This task is even more difficult when you
are just learning to drive.  Driving can easily take every ability you have. Your ability to be a safe
driver depends on being able to see clearly, not being overly tired, not driving while on drugs, being
generally healthy and being emotionally fit to drive.  In other words, being in “shape” to drive
safely.

VISION AND HEARING

Vision

Good vision is a must for safe driving.  You drive based on what you see.  If you cannot see
clearly, you will have trouble identifying traffic and road conditions, spotting potential trouble or
reacting in a timely manner.

Vision is so important that New Mexico requires that you pass a vision test before you get a
driver license.  This test measures that you have at least 20/40 vision in at least one eye, with or
without corrective lenses.

Other important aspects of vision are:

• Side vision  - You need to see “out the corner of your eye.”  This lets you spot vehicles and
other potential trouble on either side of you while you look ahead.  Because you cannot focus
on things to the side, you also must use your side mirrors and glance to the side if necessary.

• Judging distances and speeds - Even if you can see clearly, you still may not be able to judge
distances or speeds very well.  In fact you are not alone; many people have problems judging
distances and speeds.  It takes a lot of practice to be able to judge both.  It is especially
important in knowing how far you are from other vehicles and judging safe gaps when
merging and when passing on two lane roads, or when judging the speed of a train before
crossing tracks safely.

• Night vision - Many people who can see clearly in the daytime have trouble seeing at night.
It is more difficult for everyone to see at night than in the daytime.  Some drivers have
problems with glare while driving at night, especially with the glare of oncoming headlights.
If you have problems seeing at night, don’t drive more than is necessary and be very careful
when you do.

Because seeing well is so important to safe driving, you should have your eyes checked every
year or two by an eye specialist.  You may never know you have poor vision unless your eyes are
tested.

If you need to wear glasses or contact lenses for driving, remember to:

• Always wear them when you drive, even if it is only to run down to the corner.

• Try to keep an extra pair of glasses in your vehicle.  If your regular glasses are broken or
lost, you can use the spare pair to drive safely.  This also can be helpful if you do not wear
glasses all the time as it is easy to misplace them.
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• Avoid using dark glasses or tinted contact lenses at night, even if you think they help with
glare. The problem is that they cut down the light that you need to see clearly.

Hearing

Hearing can be helpful to safe driving.  The sound of horns, a siren or screeching tires can warn
you of danger.  Hearing problems, like bad eyesight, can come on so slowly that you do not notice
it.  Drivers who know they are deaf or have hearing problems can adjust and be safe drivers.  These
drivers learn to rely more on their vision and tend to stay more alert.  Studies have shown that the
driving records of hearing impaired drivers are just as good as those drivers with good hearing.

FATIGUE

You cannot drive as safely when you are tired as when you are rested.  You do not see as well,
nor are you as alert. It takes you more time to make decisions and you do not always make good
decisions.  You can be more irritable and can get upset more easily.  When you are tired you could
fall asleep behind the wheel and crash, injuring or killing yourself or others.

There are things you can do to help from getting tired on a long trip.

• Try to get a normal night’s sleep before you leave.

• Do not leave on a trip if you are already tired.  Plan your trips so you can leave when you are
rested.

• Do not take any medicine that can make you drowsy.

• Eat lightly.  Do not eat a large meal before you leave.  Some people get sleepy after they eat
a big meal.

• Take breaks.  Stop every hour or so or when you need to.  Walk around, get some fresh air
and have some coffee, soda or juice.  The few minutes spent on a rest break can save your
life.  Plan for plenty of time to complete your trip safely.

• Try not to drive late at night when you are normally asleep.  Your body thinks it is time to go
to sleep and will try to do so.

• Never drive if you are sleepy.  It is better to stop and sleep for a few hours than to take a
chance thinking you can stay awake.  If possible switch driving tasks with another driver so
you can sleep while they drive.

DRINKING AND DRIVING

Alcohol is involved in about 40% of the traffic crashes in which someone is killed.  If you
drink alcohol, even a little, your chances of being in an accident are much greater than if you did not
drink any alcohol.

No one can drink alcohol and drive safely, even if you have been driving for many years. New
drivers are more affected by alcohol than experienced drivers because they are still learning to drive.

Because drinking alcohol and then driving is so dangerous, the penalties are very tough. People
who drive after drinking risk heavy fines, higher insurance rates, loss of license and even jail
sentences.
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Why is Drinking and Driving So Dangerous?

Alcohol reduces all of the important skills you need to drive safely.  Alcohol goes from your
stomach into your blood and to all parts of your body.  It reaches your brain in 20 to 40 minutes.
Alcohol affects those areas of your brain that control judgment and skill.  This is one reason why
drinking alcohol is so dangerous; it affects your judgment.  Good judgment is important to driving
but in this case, judgment helps you to know when to stop drinking.  In a way, it’s like alcohol puts
good judgment on hold.  You do not know when you have had too much to drink until it is too late.
It is a little like a sunburn, by the time you feel it, it is already too late.

Alcohol slows your reflexes and reaction time, reduces your ability to see clearly and makes
you less alert.  As the amount of alcohol in your body increases, your judgement worsens and your
skills decrease.  You will have trouble judging distances, speeds and the movement of other
vehicles.  You will also have trouble controlling your vehicle.

If You Drink, When Can You Drive?

The best advice is if you drink alcohol, do not drive.  Even one drink of alcohol can affect your
driving.  With two or more drinks in your bloodstream you are impaired and could be arrested.

An alcohol drink is a 1 1/2 oz. of 80-proof liquor (one-shot glass) straight or with a mixer, 12
oz. of beer (a regular size can, bottle, mug or glass) or a 5-oz. glass of wine.  Specialty drinks can
have more alcohol in them and are the same as having several normal drinks.

It takes about an hour for your body to get rid of each drink.  There is no way to sober up
quickly.  Coffee, fresh air, exercise or cold showers will not help. Time is the only thing that will
sober you up.
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There are ways of dealing with social drinking situations.  Arrange to go with two or more
persons and agree which one of you will not drink alcohol.  You can rotate among the group being a
“designated driver.”  You can use public transportation or use a cab, if available.

Alcohol and The Law

You are not allowed to buy alcohol, consume alcohol or be in possession of alcohol unless you
are 21 years of age.  If you are arrested for drinking and driving the penalties are severe.  You can be
arrested for driving with a blood alcohol content (BAC) of .08% or more.  In New Mexico, if you
are under 21, you also can be arrested for alcohol impairment at .02%.  BAC is the percentage of
alcohol in your blood and is usually determined by a breath or blood test.  If a police or traffic
officer asks you to take a BAC test and you refuse to do so, you can lose your driver license for one
year.

If you are found guilty of an alcohol violation and it is your first conviction, you could be fined
up to $500 plus court costs. You could be sentenced up to 90 days in jail and your license could be
revoked for up to one year. For second and subsequent convictions the penalties are much worse.

OTHER DRUGS AND DRIVING

Besides alcohol, there are many other drugs that can affect a person’s ability to drive safely.
These drugs can have effects like those of alcohol, or even worse.  This is true of many prescription
drugs and even many of the drugs you can buy without a prescription.  Drugs taken for headaches,
colds, hay fever or other allergies or those to calm nerves can make a person drowsy and affect their
driving.  Pep pills, “uppers” and diet pills can make a driver feel more alert for a short time.   Later
however, they can cause a person to be nervous, dizzy, unable to concentrate and they can affect
your vision.  Other prescription drugs can affect your reflexes, judgement, vision and alertness in
ways similar to alcohol.

If you are driving, check the label before you take a drug for warnings about its effects.  If you
are not sure it is safe to take the drug and drive, ask your doctor or pharmacist about any side
effects.

Never drink alcohol while you are taking other drugs.  These drugs could multiply the effects
of alcohol or have additional effects of their own.  These effects not only reduce your ability to be a
safe driver but also could cause serious health problems, even death.

Illegal drugs are not good for your health and affect your ability to be a safe driver.  For
example, studies have shown that people who use marijuana make more mistakes, have more
trouble adjusting to glare and get arrested for traffic violations more than other drivers.

HEALTH

Many health problems can affect your driving —  a bad cold, infection or virus.  Even little
problems like a stiff neck, a cough or a sore leg can affect your driving.  If you are not feeling well
and need to go somewhere, let someone else drive.

Some conditions can be very dangerous.  In New Mexico drivers who have epilepsy, diabetes,
adverse heart conditions and other medical problems are required to send the Motor Vehicle
Division periodic medical statements signed by their physicians.  Consult the Motor Vehicle
Division for more information.
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• Epilepsy – If it is controlled by medication, epilepsy is not generally dangerous.

• Diabetes —  Diabetics who take insulin should not drive when there is any chance of an
insulin reaction, blackout, convulsion or shock.  Such a situation could result from skipping
a meal or snack or from taking the wrong amount of insulin.  It also might be a good idea to
have someone else drive for you during times when your doctor is adjusting your insulin
dosage.  If you have diabetes you also should have your eyes checked regularly for possible
night blindness or other vision problems.

• Heart condition —  People with heart diseases, high blood pressure or circulation problems
or those in danger of a blackout, fainting or a heart attack should not get behind the wheel.
If you are being treated by a doctor for a heart condition, ask if the condition could affect
your driving.

EMOTIONS

Emotions can have a great affect on your driving.  You may not be able to drive well if you are
overly worried, excited, afraid, angry or depressed.

• If you are angry or excited, give yourself time to cool off.  If necessary take a short walk, but
stay off the road until you have calmed down.

• If you are worried, down or are upset about something, try to keep your mind on your
driving.  Some find that listening to the radio helps.

• If you are impatient, give yourself extra time for your driving trip. Leave a few minutes
early. If you have plenty of time, you may not tend to speed or do other things that can get
you a traffic ticket or cause a crash.  Don’t be impatient to wait for a train to cross in front of
you.  Driving around lowered gates or trying to beat the train can be fatal.

EMERGENCIES
All drivers sooner or later will find themselves in an emergency situation.  As careful as you are,
there are situations that could cause a problem for you.  If you are prepared you may be able to
prevent any serious outcomes.

VEHICLE EMERGENCIES

There is always a chance of a vehicle problem while driving.  You should follow the
recommended maintenance schedule listed in the vehicle owner’s manual.  Following these
preventive measures greatly reduces the chance your vehicle will have a problem.  Possible vehicle
failures and what you can do if they happen are listed below.

Brake Failure

If your brakes stop working:
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• Pump the brake pedal several times. This will often build up enough brake pressure to allow
you to stop.

• If that does not work, use the parking brake.  Pull on the parking brake handle slowly so you
will not lock the rear wheels and cause a skid.  Be ready to release the brake if the vehicle
does start to skid.

• If that does not work, start shifting to lower gears and look for a safe place to slow to a stop.
Make sure the vehicle is off the roadway.  Do not drive the vehicle without brakes.

Tire Blowout

If a tire suddenly goes flat:

• Hold the steering wheel tightly and keep the vehicle going straight

• Slow down gradually.  Take your foot off the gas pedal and use the brakes lightly

• Do not stop on the road if at all possible.  Pull off the road in a safe place

Power Failure

If the engine dies while you are driving:

• Keep a strong grip on the steering wheel.  Be aware that the steering may be difficult to turn,
but you can turn it

• Pull off the roadway.  The brakes will still work but you may have to push very hard on the
brake pedal

Headlight Failure

If your headlights suddenly go out:

• Try the headlight switch a few times

• If that does not work, put on the emergency flashers, turn signals or fog lights if you have
them

• Pull off the road as soon as possible

Gas Pedal Sticks

The motor keeps going faster and faster:

• Keep your eyes on the road

• Quickly shift to neutral

• Pull off the road when safe to do so

• Turn off the engine

AVOIDING COLLISIONS

When it looks like a collision may happen, many drivers panic and fail to act.  In some cases
they do act, but they do something that does not help to reduce the chance of the collision.  There
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almost always is something you can do to avoid the crash or reduce the impact of the crash. In
avoiding a collision, drivers have three options: stop, turn or speed up.

Stopping Quickly

Many newer vehicles have an ABS (Antilock Braking System).  Be sure to read the vehicle
owner’s manual on how to use the ABS.  The ABS system will allow you stop without skidding.  In
general, if you need to stop quickly:

With ABS - If you have an antilock braking system and you need to stop quickly:

• Press on the brake pedal as hard as you can and keep pressing on it.

• You might feel the brake pedal pushing back when the ABS is working.  Do not let-up on
the brake pedal. The ABS system will only work with the brake pedal pushed down.

Without ABS - If you must stop quickly and you do not have an antilock braking system:

• You can cause the vehicle to go into a skid if you brake too hard.

• Apply the brakes as hard as you can without locking them.

• If the brakes lock-up, you will feel the vehicle start to skid.  Quickly let up on the brake
pedal.

• As soon as the vehicle stops skidding, push down on the brake pedal again. Keep doing this
until the vehicle has stopped.

Turning Quickly

In most cases, you can turn the vehicle quicker than you can stop it.  You should consider
turning in order to avoid a collision.

Make sure you have a good grip with both hands on the steering wheel. Once you have turned
away or changed lanes, you must be ready to keep the vehicle under control.  Some drivers steer
away from one collision only to end up in another.  Always steer in the direction you want the
vehicle to go.

With ABS - One aspect of having ABS, is that you can turn your vehicle while braking without
skidding.  This is very helpful if you must turn, stop or slow down.

Without ABS - If you do not have ABS, you must use a different procedure to turn quickly. You
should step on the brake pedal, then let-up and turn the steering wheel.  Braking will slow the
vehicle, put more weight on the front tires, and allow for a quicker turn.  Do not lock-up the front
wheels while braking or turn so sharply that the vehicle can only plow ahead.

Remember that generally it is better to run off the road than to crash head-on into another
vehicle.

Speeding Up
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Sometimes it is best or necessary to speed up to avoid a collision.  This may happen when
another vehicle is about to hit you from the side or from behind and there is room to the front of you
to get out of danger.  Be sure to slow down once the danger has passed.

DEALING WITH SKIDS

Any road that is safe under normal conditions can be dangerous
when it is wet or has snow or ice on it.  High speeds under normal
conditions also increase the possibility of a skid if you must turn or
stop suddenly.  Skids are caused when the tires can no longer grip the
road. Since you cannot control a vehicle when it is skidding, it is best
not to cause your vehicle to skid in the first place. Skids are caused by
drivers traveling too fast for conditions.

If your vehicle begins to skid:

• Stay off the brake.  Until the vehicle slows, your brakes will not
work and could cause you to skid more.

• Steer.  Turn the steering wheel in the direction you want the
vehicle to go.  As soon as the vehicle begins to straighten out,
turn the steering wheel back the other way.  If you do not do so,
your vehicle may swing around in the other direction and you
could start a new skid.

• Continue to steer.  Continue to correct your steering, left and
right, until the vehicle is again moving down the road under
your control.

PROTECT YOURSELF IN COLLISIONS

You may not always be able to avoid a collision.  Try everything you can to keep from getting
hit.  If nothing works, try to lessen any injuries that could result from the crash.  The most important
thing you can do is to use your lap and shoulder belts.  Besides your safety belts, there are a couple
of other things that could help prevent more serious injuries.

Hit From the Rear

If your vehicle is hit from the rear, your body will be thrown backwards.  Press yourself against
the back of your seat and put your head against the head restraint.  Be ready to apply your brakes so
that you will not be pushed into another vehicle.

Hit From the Side

If your vehicle is hit from the side, your body will be thrown towards the side that is hit. Front
air bags will not help in this situation.  Your lap and shoulder belts are needed to help keep you
behind the wheel.  Get ready to steer or brake to prevent your vehicle from hitting something else.

Hit From the Front
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If your vehicle is about to be hit from the front it is important to try and have a “glancing blow”
rather than being struck head on.  This means that if a collision is going to happen, you should try to
turn the vehicle.  At worse, you are hit with a glancing blow. If your vehicle has an air bag, it will
inflate.  It will also deflate following the crash, so be ready to prevent your vehicle from hitting
something else.  You must use your lap and shoulder belts to keep you behind the wheel and to
protect you if your vehicle has a second crash.

ACCIDENTS AND THE FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW

Do not stop at an accident unless you are involved or if emergency help has not yet arrived.
Keep your attention on your driving and keep moving, watching for people who might be in or near
the road.  Never drive to the scene of an accident, fire or other disaster just to look. You may block
the way for police, firefighters, ambulances, tow trucks and other rescue vehicles.

No matter how good a driver you are, there may be a time when you are involved in an
accident.  If you are involved in an accident you must stop.  If you are involved in an accident with a
parked vehicle, you must try and locate the owner.  If any person is injured or killed, the police must
be notified.  It is a crime for you to leave an accident site where your vehicle was involved if there is
an injury or death before police have talked to you and received all the information they need about
the accident.

You may want to carry a basic vehicle emergency kit.  These kits have emergency flares, first
aid supplies and basic tools.

At the accident scene

• Stop your vehicle at or near the accident site.  If your vehicle can move, get it off the road so
that it does not block traffic or cause another crash.

• Do not stand or walk in traffic lanes.  You could be struck by another vehicle.

• Turn off the ignition of wrecked vehicles.  Do not smoke around wrecked vehicles. Fuel may
have spilled and fire is a real danger.

• If there are power lines down with wires in the road, do not go near them.

• Make sure that other traffic will not be involved in the accident.  Use flares or other warning
devices to alert traffic of the accident.

If someone is injured

• Get help.  Make sure the police and emergency medical or rescue squads have been called.
If there is a fire, tell this to the police when they are called.

• Do not move the injured unless they are in a burning vehicle or in other immediate danger of
being hit by another vehicle. Moving a person can make their injuries worse.

• First help anyone who is not already walking and talking. Check for breathing then check for
bleeding.

• If there is bleeding, apply pressure directly on the wound with your hand or with a cloth.
Even severe bleeding can almost always be stopped or slowed by putting pressure on the
wound.
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• Do not give injured persons anything to drink, not even water.

• To help prevent an injured person from going into shock, cover them with a blanket or coat
to keep them warm.

Report the Accident

• Get the names and addresses of all people involved in the accident and any witnesses
including injured persons.

• Exchange information with other drivers involved in the accident.  [Name, address, driver
license number, vehicle information (license plate, make, model and year of vehicle) and
insurance company and policy number if available.]

• Record any damage to the vehicles involved in the accident.

• Provide information to the police or other emergency officials if requested.

• Should the accident involve a parked vehicle, try to find the owner.  If you cannot, leave a
note in a place where it can be seen with information on how the owner can reach you and
the date and time of the accident.

Financial Responsibility Law – Motor Vehicle Insurance

Everyone who operates a motor vehicle in New Mexico must have a motor vehicle liability
insurance policy.  The Mandatory Financial Responsibility Act requires that proof of such insurance
be carried in the vehicle at all times.  The law specifies that you must carry a minimum amount of
coverage to enable you to pay for damages arising because of motor vehicle accidents.

Minimum Amounts:
$25,000 Bodily injury to or death of one person in any one accident.
$50,000 Bodily injury to or death of two or more persons in any one accident.
$10,000 Injury to or destruction of property of others in any one accident.

Failure to have insurance could result in non-issuance or suspension of your vehicle registration, and
surrender of the license plates, as well as possible criminal penalties.

The law does allow for the posting of a surety bond in the amount of $60,000 or cash deposit with
the state instead of insurance.  Contact a Motor Vehicle Division field office for required amounts
and procedures.

MOTORCYCLES

PASSING
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Ride in the left portion of the lane at a safe following distance to increase your line of sight and
make you more visible.  Signal and check for oncoming traffic.  Use your mirrors and turn your
head to look for traffic behind.

• Move into the left lane and accelerate.  Select a lane position that doesn't crowd the car you
 are passing and provides space to avoid hazards in your lane.

• Ride through the blind spot as quickly possible.

• Signal again, and complete mirror and head checks before returning to your original lane.

• Remember, passes must be completed within posted speed limits, and only where
 permitted. Know your signs and road markings.

CARS ALONGSIDE

Do not ride next to cars or trucks in other lanes if you do not have to.  You might be in the blind
spot of a car in the next lane, which could switch into your lane without warning.  Cars in the next
lane also block your escape if you come upon danger in your own lane.  Speed up or drop back to
find a place clear of traffic on both sides.

BRAKING

Your motorcycle has two brakes: one each for the front and rear wheel.  Use both of them at the
same time.  The front brake is more powerful and can provide as much as three-quarters of your
total stopping power.  The front brake is safe to use if you use it properly.  Remember:

• Use both brakes every time you slow or stop.  Using only the rear brake for "normal"
stops will not permit you to develop the habit or skill of using the front brake properly in
an emergency.  Squeeze the front brake and press down on the rear.  Grabbing at the
front brake or jamming down on the rear can cause the brake to lock, resulting in control
problems.

• Apply both brakes at the same time.  The sooner you apply the front brake, the sooner it
will start slowing you down.

• If you know the technique, using both brakes in a turn is possible, although it should be
done very carefully.  When leaning the motorcycle, some of the traction is used for
cornering.  Less traction is available for stopping.  A skid can occur if you apply too
much brake.  Also, using the front brake incorrectly on a slippery surface may be
hazardous.  Use caution and squeeze the brake lever.



New Mexico Driver Manual

49

• Some motorcycles have integrated braking systems that link the front and rear brakes
together by applying the rear brake pedal.  (Consult the owner's manual for detailed
explanation on the operation and effective use of these systems.)

PASSING PARKED CARS

When passing parked cars, stay toward the left of your lane.  You can avoid problems caused by
doors opening, drivers getting out of cars, or people stepping from between cars.  If oncoming
traffic is present, it is usually best to remain in the center lane position to maximize your space
distance.

A bigger problem can occur if the driver pulls away from the curb without checking for traffic
behind.  Even if he does look, he may fail to see you.  In either event, the driver might cut into your
path.  Slow down or change lanes to make room for someone cutting in.

Cars making a sudden U-turn are the most dangerous.  They may cut you off entirely, blocking the
whole road and leaving you with no place to go.  Since you can not tell what a driver will do, get the
driver's attention.  Sound your horn and continue with caution.

LANE SHARING

Cars and motorcycles need a full lane to operate safely.  Lane sharing is usually prohibited.

Riding between rows of stopped or moving cars in the same lane can leave you vulnerable to the
unexpected.  A hand could come out of a window; a door could open; a car could turn suddenly.
Discourage lane sharing by others.  Keep a center portion position whenever drivers might be
tempted to squeeze by you.  Drivers are most tempted to do this in heavy, bumper-to-bumper traffic,
if they want to pass you, when you are preparing to turn at an intersection, or when you are getting
in an exit lane or leaving a highway.

LANE POSITIONS

In some ways the size of the motorcycle can work to your advantage.  Each traffic lane gives a
motorcycle three paths of travel. Your lane position should:

• Increase your ability to see
• Protect your lane from other drivers and allow you to be seen
• Communicate your intentions
• Avoid blind spots
• Avoid wind blast from other vehicles
• Avoid surface hazards
• Provide an escape route

Select the appropriate path to maximize your space distance and make yourself more easily seen by
others on the road.
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In general, there is no single best position for riders to be seen and to maintain a space distance
around the motorcycle. No portion of the lane need be avoided, including the center. If hazardous
conditions exist on both sides of you, the center of the lane is usually your best choice.

The center of a lane can be oily.  It collects the drippings from cars, particularly at intersections.
This strip is usually no more than two feet wide.  The center mini-lane is four feet wide.  You can
operate to the left or right of the grease strip and still be within the center portion of the traffic lane.
Unless the road is wet, the average center strip permits adequate traction to ride on safely.  Avoid
riding on big build-ups of oil and grease that are usually found at very busy intersections or
tollbooths.

Ride in the portion of the lane where you are most likely to be seen.  Depending on the traffic
situation, move to the portion of the lane where it will be difficult for other drivers to miss seeing
you.

SIGNALS

The signals on a motorcycle are similar to those on a car.  However, due to a rider's added
vulnerability, signals are even more important.  They tell others what you plan to do.  Use them
anytime you plan to change lanes.   Use them even if you think no one else is around. Your signal
lights also make you easier to spot.  That's why it is a good idea to use your turn signals even when
what you plan to do is obvious.

When you enter onto a freeway, drivers approaching from behind are more likely to see your signal
blinking and make room for you.  Turning your signal light on before each turn reduces confusion
and frustration for the traffic around you.  Once you turn, make sure your signal is off or a driver
may pull directly into your path, thinking you plan to turn again.   Use your signals at every turn so
drivers can react accordingly.  Do not make them guess what you intend to do.

HELMET SECTION

There are two primary types of helmets, providing two different levels of coverage:  three-quarter
and full face.

Whichever style you choose, you can get the most protection by making sure that the helmet:

1. Meets U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) standards.  Helmets with labels from
the American National Standards institute (ANSI) or the Snell Memorial Foundation
give you an added assurance of quality;

2. Fits snugly, all the way around; and
3. No obvious defects such as cracks, loose padding or frayed straps.

Whatever helmet you decide on, keep it securely fastened on your head when you ride.  Otherwise,
if you are involved in a collision, it is more likely to fly off your head before it gets a chance to
protect you.
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USING YOUR MIRRORS

While it's most important to keep track of what is happening ahead, you can't afford to ignore the
situations behind you. Traffic conditions change quickly.  Knowing what is going on behind can
help you make a safe decision about how to handle trouble ahead.

Frequent mirror checks should be part of your normal scanning routine. Make a special point in
using your mirrors:

• When you are stopped at an intersection.  Watch cars coming up from behind.  If the
driver isn't paying attention, he could be on top of you before he sees you.

• Before you change lanes.  Make sure no one is about to pass you.
• Before you slow down.  The driver behind may not expect you to slow, or maybe unsure

about where you will slow.  For example, you signal a turn and the driver thinks you plan
to turn at a distant intersection, rather that at a nearer driveway.

Most motorcycles have rounded (convex) mirrors.  These provide a wider view of the road behind
than flat mirrors do.  They also make cars seem farther away than they really are.  If you are not used
to convex mirrors, get familiar with them.  Practice with your mirrors until you become a good
judge of distance.  Even then, allow extra distance before you change lanes.

RIDING AT NIGHT

At night it is harder for one to see and to be seen.  Picking your headlight or taillight out of the car
lights around you is not easy for other drivers.  To compensate, you should:

• Reduce your speed.  Ride even slower than you would during the day, particularly on
roads you don't know well.  This will increase your chances of avoiding a hazard.

• Increase distance.  Distances are harder to judge at night than during the day.  Your eyes
rely on shadows and light contrasts to determine how far away an object is and how fast
it is coming.  These contrasts are missing or distorted under artificial lights at night.
Open up a three-second following distance and allow more distance to pass and to be
passed.

• Use your high beam.  Get all the light you can.  Use your high beam whenever you are
not following or meeting a car.  Wear retroflective materials.

Be flexible about lane position.  Change to whatever portion of the lane is best able to help you see,
be seen and keep an adequate space distance.

GROUP RIDING - KEEP YOUR DISTANCE

Maintain close ranks at a safe distance.  A close group takes up less space on the highway, is easier
to see and is less likely to be separated.  However, it must be done properly.
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Staggered Formation - This is the best way to keep ranks close yet maintain an adequate space
distance. The leader rides in the left side of the lane, while the second rider stays one second behind
in the right side of the lane.

A third rider maintains in the left position, two seconds behind the first rider.  The fourth rider
would keep a two second distance behind the second rider.  This formation keeps the group close
and permits each rider a safe distance from others ahead, behind and to the sides.

Passing in Formation -  Riders in a staggered formation should pass one at a time.  First the lead
rider should pull out and pass when it is safe after passing, the leader should return to the left
position and continue riding at passing speed to open room for the next rider.

When the first rider passes safely, the second rider should move up to the left position and watch for
a safe chance to pass.  After passing, this rider should return to the right position and open up space
for the next rider.

Some people suggest that the leader should move to the right side after passing a vehicle.  This is
not a good idea.  It encourages the second rider to pass and cut back in before there is a large enough
space distance in front of the passed vehicle.  It is safer to wait until there is enough room ahead of
the passed vehicle to allow each rider to move into the same position held before the pass.

Single-File Formation -  It is best to move into a single-file formation when riding curves, turning,
entering or leaving a highway.

ANIMALS

Motorcycles seem to attract dogs.  If you are chased, shift down and approach the animal slowly.
As you approach the animal, speed up and leave the animal behind.  Do not kick at the animal.
Keep control of your motorcycle, and look to where you want to go.

INTERSECTIONS

The greatest potential for conflict between you and other traffic is at intersections.  An intersection
can be in the middle of an urban area or at a driveway on a residential street, anywhere traffic may
cross your path of travel.   Over half of motorcycle and car collisions are caused by drivers entering
a rider's right-of-way.  Oncoming cars that turn left in front of you and cars on side streets that pull
into your lane are the two biggest dangers.

There are no guarantees that others see you.  Never count on "eye contact" as a sign that a driver will
yield.   Too often, a driver looks right at a motorcyclist and still fails to "see" him.  The only eyes
that you can count on are your own.   If a car can enter your path, assume that it will.

Increase your chances of being seen at intersections.  Ride with your headlight on in a lane position
that provides the best view of oncoming traffic.  Provide a space distance around the motorcycle that
permits you to take evasive action.
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As you approach the intersection, select a lane position to increase your visibility to the driver.
Cover the clutch and both brakes to reduce reaction time.

Reduce your speed.  After entering the intersection, move away from oncoming vehicles preparing
to turn.  Do not change speed or position radically.  The driver might think you are preparing to turn.

BLIND INTERSECTIONS

If you have a stop sign or stop light, stop there first.  Then edge forward and stop again, just short of
where the cross-traffic lane meets your lane.  From that position, lean your body forward and look
around buildings, parked cars, or bushes to see if anything is coming.  Just make sure your front
wheel stays out of the cross lane of travel while you're looking.

WOBBLE

A "wobble" occurs when the front wheel and handlebars suddenly start to shake from side to side at
any speed.  Most wobbles can be traced to improper loading, unsuitable accessories, or incorrect tire
pressure.

Trying to "accelerate out of a wobble" will only make the cycle more unstable.  Instead:

• Grip the handlebars firmly, but don't fight the wobble
• Close the throttle gradually to slow the motorcycle.  Do no apply the brakes; braking

could make the wobble worse
• Move your weight as far forward and down as possible
• Pull off the road as soon as you can to fix the problem

BEING PASSED

When you are being passed from behind or by an oncoming vehicle, stay in the center portion of
your lane.  Riding any closer to them could put you in a hazardous situation.  Avoid being hit by:

• The other vehicle - A slight mistake by you or the passing driver could cause a
sideswipe.

• Extended mirrors - Some drivers forget that their mirrors hang out farther than their
fenders.

• Objects thrown from windows - Even if the driver knows you are there, a passenger may
not see you and might toss something on you or the road ahead of you.

• Blast of wind from larger vehicles - They can affect your control.  You have more room
for error if you are in the middle portion when hit by this blast than if you are on either
side of the lane.

Do not move into the portion of the lane farthest from the passing vehicle.  It might invite the other
driver to cut back into your lane too early.

For further information about motorcycle training and safety, please contact;
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Motorcycle Safety Foundation
2 Jenner Street Suite 150

Irvine, CA, 92618
1-877-667-8880

NEW MEXICO TAXATION AND REVENUE DEPARTMENT

MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION

P.O. BOX 1028

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504-1028


